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(§o))etnment : 

O R, 

The Natural Notions of 
Government, 

Demonftrated 

In a Chain of Consequences from the 
Fundamental Principles of Society. 

By which. 
All the Niceft Cafes of Confcience relating 

to Government may bev and many of 'em are here 
refolv'd, with refpeft to the Authority of Govern- 
ment in General : The End and Manner of Ma- 
kins and Executing Laws : The Meafure of Sub- 
minion to Princes, and theLawfulneCs, or Unlaw- 
fulnefs of Revolutions) in a Method altogether 
New. 
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By Tho. Bifrnetty M. A. Prebendary of Sarum^ 
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Right Hoiiourable the Lord 

FINCH. 

M) Lordj 

THE many and Great Vertues, 
that make up your Lardfhip's 
Character, for which you are fo Uni- 
vcrfafly EftcemM, have inducM mc to 
^bliih this little Piece under your 
Lordihip^s Great Name and Patronage. 

Confidering the Meaiinefs of the 
Performance, I would not have pre- 
fum'd thus far, had it not been for 
the Dignity and Importance of the 
Subjed: it treats upon, and the l^feful- 
n&is of the Defign, 'tis pubiiihM with. 

I \^as willing to think a Treatifc of 
this kind, letting forth the Natural 
Notions of Government from the Fun- 
daniental Principles of Society, could 
not be difagreeable to a Statefman* 
and as it is defignM to quiet Peoples 
Minds in relation to our prefent Happy 
Settlement, I could not fuppofe it 
would Be unacceptable to a Patcl<st.\ 
Both which are Qvat^LQat^^ xXn^n- ^^^^ 
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to be Intaird upon inat Noble Family, 
and they are fo Largely Inherited by 
your Lordfliip, that there is nothing 
wanting, biit the like Opportunity to 
Exert your Great Abilities, to make 
your Lordihip equal, even to my 
Lord Prefident Himfelf, whom no one 
can exceed in any Thing, that is truly 
Honourable. 

And whilft we fee the Spirit and Ge- 
nius of a Nottingham^ appearing with 
fo inuch Vigour and Advantage in your 
Lordfhip, I hope, 'tis a pardonable 
Freedom in a Clergy* man, to Sue to 
your Lordfhip for Froteftion, in whom 
we Naturally exped to find a Common 
Patron to us AH. 

. I could wifh the Book were more 
deferving of your Lordfhip's Counte- 
nance, than I am fenfible it is : But as 
it is the Firfl, ( that I Know of) of its 
Kind^ and I hope may be Ufeful td the 
Ptiblick, I beg your Lordfhip^s Favour- 
stble Reception of it, and am with all 
Duty and Refped^ 

Mf Lardy 
Tour LorJJbip^s moji Humble 
Md moJi Obedient Servant y 

Tho. Burnett. 




THE 

PREFACE. 

THis Treafi/efefs before the Reader 
A Utile Sj^em of Political Phi- 
lojophy, to explain and demonfirate the 
Notion of Government ; Which as it it 
often of very dangerous Conjequence for 
men to be mifiaken in ; fo is it of equal 
Importancg to Society, to have it rightly 
and perfectly underfiood : The Way to at^ 
tain this rvith any Certaintyy is to fix 
it upon certain and undeniable Prineipatf 
and if from a due application of thofi 
general Truths to particular Cafes, Itkt 
the jirtifcers Square and Rule to bit 
Worky m find fuch a Natural Relation 
and Agreement^ as wiSfohe aS thefeveral 
Phcenomena of the Point, m ea/inotmtteh 
fait of what i^e aim at. 
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This tPas iphat I proposed to mj felf^ 
TifolviHg to Uy afide sll Prejudfce and 
Partidityy snd to foSow the Freedom of 
fnjf own Thoughts J to jet whether Keafon 
Alone would conduct tu^ if it were fin^ 
eeretj liflned to • And this Method I 
hifik ill along purfuei^ and from the Fun- 
datnentd Principles of Society j which aH 
Men univerJaMy agree in^ I hiFue been 
naturally led on^ as by a Thready thro^ that 
intricate Maze of Errour and Confufwn^ 
with which this Subject is intangkd^ to an 
Uniform Confident Scheme of Notions, fuch 
ds wiU anfwer aH the Occafions of Govern- 
ment^ and account for all the Difficulties 
of it. And for this Reafdn, as I think 
I have found the Truths that has been 
fo much fought and inquird after ; fo I 
frefent it to the Reader jujl as I found 
$$^ without any other Drefs or Ornament^ 
but that of its own Native Beauty and 
Simplicity. 

And this I hive ehofen to do on Pur-* 
fofe^ that it rnight carry the clearer £• 
vidence and ConviHion along with it: 
For the Forming a right Notion of Truths 
is like taking the jufi Proportiom of a 
Body ; the only Way to do ttj is to firip 
it of its Drefs^ and view it in its naked 
Form. But 
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But hofpever fUin and demoiiftriUive 
thefe Notions mrf Jeem to me^ yet I 
Jhould not have 'uentur'd them to the 
Prejsj bad they not appeared as Rational 
to others^ and thcfe too not only Men of 
l^earnii^g and Judgment ^ but of contran 
Partiss and Opinions in this Controverjy. 

For to publijb ones Thoughts in Matters 
of Dijfutey is but like firipping to run the 
Gantelopey where every one that differs in 
his Opinion, will be fur e to condemn you of 
Errour^ and feldom fails to lafb you Jem 
verely for it. This Haz,ard I had been 
very careful to avoids had I not been 
fenfikle of the abfolute Neceffity there is of 
fome fuch Treatife as this at this Time^ 
when fo much Pains has been taken t^ 
unfettle Peoples Minds j and fow thf Seestt 
of Rebellion and Difeontefft among fl us ^ 
When open Attempts are made to bring 
in the Pretender to the utmoH Haz,ard 
of our Religion and Liberties^ by expofing 
us to Popery and Jrbitrotry Power^ an4 
that too by the Means of an Inteflim Warp, 
by which the Nation muft have been in^ 
volv^d in Blood and Ruin ; And all this 
under a Pretence of a Title^ which tl^ 
Laws have fet a fide ^ and themfelves bavf 
many of ^em abjur'^d^ and againfi the £• 

fiaili^'l 
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jiahUfJj\d Right of a Prince^ endued with 
all' the Great and Noble Qualities that 
cm make any Prince a Bleffingy rvho can, 
have no other ViewSy nor any other Interefi^ 
kut tf) make us a Flour ijbing and Happy 
People : And when we hear Men every 
^^y J^ft^jy^^^ thefe Attempts^ and lament^ 
ing the Misfortune of their Dijappoint- 
tnentj as if they longed like the Ifraetites 
to he in Egypt again ; // concerns every 
qne at this Time efpecially^ who has any 
true Regard for the Proteflant Religion^ 
cr^ the Inter eji of his Country ^ to bring 
in what Affifiance he is able^ to the Main^ 
tenance and Support of that Happy Settle* 
menty upon which our prefent Peace and 
future Safety J and aH the other valuable 
BleffiiTgs of Society do intirely under God 
depend. This is the chief End of pubm 
iijhing theje Papers^ and if they will in 
Any. wife contribute to it^ either by fettling 
the Notions\of fuch as are in^ doubt ^ or 
Jetting thofe right who are mijlaken^ or 
reducwg thtfe that are mijledj Ifhall think 
my Time and Labour well implofd^ and 
wy felf very. Happy in haajing been the 
inftrument of fo much Good to them and 
9sy Country. 
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Government, e^^* 

SI"! Y Defign in the following 
^ ^M « Papers is, to endeavour to 
d^ I eftahlilh a right Notion of 
»«£^^^l Government from natural 
and certain Principles , a Work at firft 
View not very eafy to be done, confi- 
dering how much Men differ on this 
Subjefi, and how intricate and intangr 
led they have made it. 
B 



Amongfl: the many that have wrote 
upon this Point, there are but few, 
who asree in the fame Scheme* and 
amongft the inany Schemes that have 
Ifcisa dfavrn, I doubt there ate hardiy 
iny^ which are not imbarrafsM wti^h 
^e ol^nate Difficulty, that the Au- 
tlior vmdid be glad to be fairly rid of. 

The fever al I^otions of Government* 

As to the late Civil Wars, 'tis pretty 
well known, what Notions of Govern- 
ment went current in thofeDays. When 
Monarchy was to ' be fubverted, we 
know what was neceffary to juftify 
the Fa6l ; and (hen, bec^uie it was con- 
venient for their Purpofe, it ^A?as un- 
doubtedly true in theNjiture of Things, 
That Goverfimem had its ^Original from 
the People^ and the Prince xvas only their 
Truftee^ to execute the (Mce they had put 
into his Hahd^ whJch tkfy might refume 
xvben they ja^^ fit. 

This was the DoSrine that was com- 
monly receiv'd, and the only Doftrine 
jifaac relifliM m thofe Times. . 

But afterwards, when Mbhaichy took 
its PJace again, and 'a iiew Scene of 
Things appeared upon tlje Sjtage, an- 

• other 
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9tW PloKigfi of Gpygrnment ca;n? in 
Ipa/hipjpi^ Theif^ G&verme?it had its Orf- 
pml ^nttrey/ftgm Gbi^ .a^d the Prwce 

W moji^tm^ i9 vmtk^t Hm'^fo that 

Het ^i^ 4q^i^M/ii hf wfijild^ hf i»,^'npt to 
IfB oppos^4^ 4^ tph.at Injury foeveir m might 
(kmr kj Hif^} r?e mujf wm for a Redrejs^ 
ttJl the Day of ^^dgment. 

Then Princes \pere tuti Imperii Ma- 
jeftate, tk^ir M^jejly was their Prote£fionj 
ai^d tjjfir Chura^er their Sfin^uary^ mA 
as they, were intruded by no^ but God, Jh 
th^e XV as npthing left for Suby0s^ but 
the Ghry of pkejing^ Thefe Nouons of 
Govewment wejat glibly do W0> accord- 
ing to tbe Tiiftes they we^e v«nf pd iq. 

And now uppn another Turn pf 
Things, wh?n People have ^ X-iberty 
tojfce*^ out, a ne«7 Set of Notions is 
4c(?knced ; n^faffive Ohfdiwfe is all s 
a Mijlake^ and iffjle^d ofbetfsg a Duty to 
fuffer Opprejjion^^tis a Glorious All to 
refvfi it ; and injlead of leaving Injuries to • 
be redrefs^d by God, we have a Natural 
Right to relieve our Jelves. 

Now aipidft thefe Contradi^ions, 
which have each been managM with 
Art and Dexterity, 'tis hard to find 
where the Truth Ues. £aeh Notion 
has paft for true Sterling in i<$ X^'S^^ 
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and if we were to judge by the fame 
Rule, that fuch Frinciples are too com- 
monly receivM by, we nlufl: then judge 
according to our Intereft, aiid according 
to the Humour of the Times we live 
in ; and tho' we may not happen to be 
*'igbt, yet We fhall generally oe allowM 
to be fo, and we are fure to be of the 
ftrongeft Side. 

But after all, there is a Right and a 
Wrong, however Prejudice or Intereft 
has perplexM and intangled them, and 
as it will be a very fair Step to the Dif- 
covery of the Right; if we can find what 
Notions are wrong, fa I will endeavour 
to iay down fome Propofitions as Rules 
for this Ptffpofe, by which we may 
form a certain Judgment, and when 
'we have by this means clear'd away 
the Rubbifh, we may the more cafily 
' find the Jewel, that lies buried in fuch 
a Heap of Confufion. 

Vrhciples fo he gr Anted. 

Now thefe Rules L will build upon 

fuch Principles only, as the greateft 

Part^ if not, all Mankind are agreed 

. in : And therefore I will take it for 

granted, ' 

Principle 



(( 5 ) 
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1 »... i^. i.** _ 

FirjiV, ^hat as. thcr-WifdomiOfGod 
pj%de the World for.;fomeEn4^ fa wh'at- 
?v^r that End,:was|, it is the p.uty of 
every Man to piirfue it to his f*6we;r, - 
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adly, That Mrfiatcver Means are iti 
the Nature of Thipgs. neceflary to that 
End, the faijie'ar6 fo ihktiy Laws, and 
j^u^sof Adioflf ^d)R> many necj^flfary 
and natural Diitie^ to be obf^y'd }Sl 
tb^e j^urfuit of tfiatEnd. 



r t t ^ . 
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jdly, ITiat Meaois, as fach^Vare on* 
ly for the Sake of thfe End,.^d by 
Coniieq^ence as the End mu^^^ more 
valuable than the Means, fo the Value 
of the Means mufl: nfe or jGiU, aad 
our Duty and Obligation to niakq Ufe 
of *em, muft be greater or iei^,.\accofdr 
ing as they are more or lefs pece^^ 
to the End : And if To, from' hence it 
Will foHow, 
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That when any Tbi^, which is in 
its own Natute it rtSc^mry Means to 
an£ad, fhall by being applied in fuch 
iha'ftfiilj a Mdfanef, ^rt)vfe deftWftive 
df tt&t Htld; ib far aii it is otir Duty 
t6 jMit-^e th6 find, fo ■ far it b our 
DtAf ta' r6je€t thit A^iiuim, 

Thefe are fuch Principles as few will 
difallow ; and t b^tVt it will hardly 
be denied me further. 



• 4,iW; tM the ighd fcjr. \irHtefi^(^ 
ttadd? ^kWfAl&l Wkfe't6 dd Godd, or 
in other Wofi!fe, thtt evdiy "fhrng 
might be Happy according to its Na- 
ture, and by ConA^eencfe as Mankind 
are of a fociable Nature, and cannot 
tife'tr%. H^I% -tlrithtJut Sbcifity. if 
ithiA Have beei* onfe End of tfiaf Wif- 
Bti^, ifta^irtlkdti lis for our Hattt>fnefe, 
thit w't 'fbbuld be united in Socfity, 
i^d tifelrefbre it muft be otrr l^utiy 
hbt dttly' to filt)pork Sddety, but to d6 
it hi iluoh a Way, as is riioft for its 
H^^iatiTsi (Sfee Pfttaci^le I;) A'tid 
dietefoPB all Nbtioris mutf be falfei 
and all Actions uniawful> d^t Mnd 

either 
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4itRer ta the DefttuSlipn or Mlfery of 

Priffcifle V. 

jt^ly, By the itsippinofs of Society 
is tp DC meant chiefly, the Security 
of every ones Right$ and properties. 

Pri^cifle Vi. 

^ I wijl teifec it for ^iinte4, and 1 be- 
lieve moft Men are j?retty well agree3^ 
IHftt Gbverriment is heccflary to the 
Hipjnrieis of Society, and by Canic; 
qiience it muft tic an indifpenfabte 
Truth, that Goverriihent ought to be 
maintaiw'd. (Principle I^.) Arid there- 
ibrc thlErfe Notions. oT Goverhnjertt muft 
be felfc, and thofe Adions unlawful^ 
which tend to the Dcftraftioh of So- 
Verhment, that is, wHich tend to the 
making of Government precarious, ^nd 
the introducing Diforder aod Ccmfu- 
fion. And if to, . , 

Then, Ihoukl we fo Bi,t srKnbe thi? 
Pbwer of the Government tothe/pech 
jple, as to give them a Right to refurti^ 
k, wKeii tiwy pleafe, as this would un* 
apubtedly make Goverimicht prccari- 

B 4 ^sos». 
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ous. and tend to Civil Difcord and 
Confafion, this Notion muft neccflj^riiy 
be falfe, and fuch an Adion of the 
People unlawful. But then 

7thly, As Government is pnly a 
Means to an End, and as the End is 
to be preferred before the Means, fo 
it muft by Confequence be a certain 
Truth, That in Government the End 
muft ghiefly be 'resar^ed,^ and there* 
fore that ISfotiop of Government muft 
be falfe, and that Afl^ion unlawful^ 
which is contrary to the End and Rea- 
fon of Government. . 

And as all Men, I fuppofe^ will a- 
gree in this, that the j^n^ .of Govern, 
ment is the Happinefs of Societyj That 
Notion of government muft oe falfe^ 
^nd that A£iion unlawful^ that is con* 
trary to the iiappinefs of Society. And 
^f f^ 

": Then, fhould Government be fo far 
afcribd to God, a^ t6 give the Prince 
an abfolute Authority over his Peoplej 
to difpofe of their Rights^ as. he fees 
6t, without any Power in the People 
to, oppofe It; as thi? muft make th§ 
'v • ' "\ ' Happi- 
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Happinefs of Society precarious, and 
tend to their utter Mifery and Ruin, 
this Notion niuft neceffarily be falfc. 
But yet for the fame Reafon, 

frinfi^le yilj. 

^thly. Should a jRefiftancc of (jovqr-. 
nors be iq far allowM, that upon every 
ftiere Pretence of Oppreflion, or indeed 
upon every real Hjijury, it may be law- 
ful for Subjeds to Tefift \ as; this woul4 
not .only make Ce?^'^r^f/»^i?/ precarious, 
but would hazard the Peace and Hap- 
pinefs of Society, this Motion muft by 
Confequence be falfe^ and that Refir 
ftance unlawful. And if fo, 

Thenfrom benefit will fallow, that 
^s there is a, Refillance lawful, io there 
is a Non-Refiftance necejQTary both to 
the Safety of Governmerii;, ; and the 
.Wellfare of Society. i\nd if fo, ' - 

Frincifle Y^. 

• • • : 

From all thefe Confiderations put 
together, it will foUpw as a certain un- 
deniable Truth,, that that Notion of 
Government muft be the o^ly true onQ^ 
wbiqh fecures the Government from 
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the InfalM of Rebellioft, and proteJls 
the People from the Ojppreffibn of Ty- 
ranny. 

Thefe are all the Principles I defire 
to be granted ; thefe I think are fuch, 
as will hardly be denied, and if fo, 
from thefe we may be enabled to form 
to our felves a certain and regular 
Scheme of Government, fiich as J be- 
lieve, all Men will agree in-, that are 
goverh d by^llea(bn#, which is then 
6nly faid to be rigiic; when it agrees 
\ml\ the Natures-, and Reafons of 
Things. 

To Hiake a flidrfc EfTay of this kind^ 
lithe Efefigh of.this Treatife, and to 
do it the more dearly, it will be ne- 
eedtry ffi'ft ttt Ihew what I mean by 
66vefWmt!ritj and for this Purpofe, C 
think ii taky hot bfe improper to look 
Back af*d inquire after its Original, 
and fearfeh out the Root from whence 
it grew. 

Tht Origind of Government. 

. Anrfii to this it is certain, that 
Whiethef 'cvfas dew'd from God, or 
Men, the Orrginal Rcafooj and Gcca- 

fion 
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fioh of it \Vas, the Corruption, ot 
Irhperfeftion of hjattiali' Nature. 

For tho'thefe iilfcJiild haVe been fomei 
things' lii ST StSSe of Purity and Inrto- 
cetice, (had Mankind continued in that 
State) as thbre would have been a 
Diflferencfe bf Degrtis, of Superiority 
fthd Inferiority, as of Parents, and Chil- 
dren, arid t ho* they would probably 
Mvfe hfid fohife Rules of Order, as thafe 
at 6 fiipposM to be araorigft the Angels 
of Heaven, yet thefe would be nothing 
\ik6 (what we call) Government now 
iH this State of Corruptidn we are in ; 
that is^ thefe Would have been nothing 
like a Government of Coercion. 

For ^tis evidently demonftrable frort 
Princi jrtes of Rea<bhj That the State of 
M«n'* Inribt!6rfce *vas a Statfe of Per^ 
fediori, wherein, as Reafbn was givefi 
lis for our Guide, fp all oui* Powers 
afld Fatuities, our Rational Will and 
Bodily Operations t^ere intirely SubjeSt 
tb its Dlf-eaiori, ahfd therefore ais ther6 
Was no iifefed bt ari^ other Laws, thah 
what otir RealSfi would furnifh uS 
withal, in Things 'that Uy within iti 
Reach, fo we ha v^ rid Ground to think 
theft would have bfeeri any other. Bttfc 
whatever Reafon fiibiild have itijoyri'ii 
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HSj either to dp, or. avoid ; whilft wa 
had continued in this Pcrfedion, every 
one would haye obierv'd of his own 
voluntary Mqtiqn, and npfooner would 
our Underilandings^ Jiaye apj)rov'd any 
Thing as nec^ffary, but our Wills 
would have prompted i^s to Adion. 

This was undoubtedly the t^f ue State 
pf Man s Innocence, and in fuctx a §cate 
as this is. all Government would be 
abfolutely ufelefs and unnecqJOfary, but; 
^hat in our own Bofomst. 

For where Men ane intirely gQvern'd 
by Reafon, there can be no Cpvetouf. 
nefs, nor. Aoib^tion ; no Envy, nor 111* 
hature; tto Jealouiies, .nor Fears j no 
Inctefure, nor Property ; no Meums^ nor 
"iuu^msy but all Things would naturally 
be copjmonj no Man would haye any 
Jlight. ^tq 9.ny Thing, mor? than an- 
qth9r \ nor any Man have any Right 
to more than h? flioul4 want; nor any 
longer than thofe Wants Ihould conti^ 
nue ; and every Mans Wants would be 
regulated by Reafon, fo that as God 
made ^nough of every Thing for every 
ones Neceflities, fo right Reafon would 
not admit of any Contention, becaufe 
in the Nature of Things there could 
be no Reafon for ic. 

And 



And had Man continued In thfs 
State, wherein every one was a Lavir 
tnto himfelf, and had a Court of 
Chancery in his own Bread, what heed 
tould there be bf any other Laws, 
^ny other Government, but this? 

But now in this our corrupted Stata, 
We have* a ftrahge Backwardnefs^ v^ry 
ohen to what oui* Reafon approves, 
and as great a Pronenefs to what it 
forbids; fo that we (land in need of 
what a State of Innocence would iiatfc 
had noOccafion for. 

This I lay down as the Original of 
Government, and tho* there is no Part 
of this Notion, that I do not think I 
have a fubfta'ntial Demonftration for, 
yet I propofe itonly as a Notion, which 
I ihall lay no great Strefs upon, and 
whether true or falfe, it is not vtiy 
material to my following Defign. 

However, thus much is certain, and 
allowM on all Hands, That whatever 
a State of Innocence might have Gc- 
cafion for, Reafon alone in the State 
that we ai'e now in, is not a fufficient 
Guide and Security to us : But ?tis 
evident, we want external Motives to 
excite us ;^ and encourage us in what 
is good, and Powerful Reftraiats t^ 
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kQ(pp.us from wfiat is b*4i WJi^iput 
Whkti, coi^fidering tibfie Exprbi^anucy of 
Men's Paflions, JMankind \yof^ld xn£uli: 
aad i&croach y{>on one aiiQthpr ; the 
ftwoger would opprefs and Qver^rua 
the we^^er, an4 the >V^orld would ruqi 
\m> Confufiofli. 

Aad from hence it Wias ejtb^r hy 
^tmman CoptrivancQ.or divine Appoint- 
fDoaty th^t Manki/id became forai'd 
ipco regular So(;:ie|:i$s for thp 3?curit}^ 
of eacb others Rights and Properties^ 
and devis'id fuch. Laws of Incouragi^- 
Si^Uttp Virtue^ aad Reilraint fromVice^ 
. as th^.y have t^Qughjt ipoft fuitable ap4 
proper for that End. And, 

Definition of GiWitmntnU 

The due Admiaiftration^ Applica- 
tion, or £}i^ecution of thefe Laws, 
whiph the Society ha$ d^viCed for the 
Security of th^ir feveral Rights and 
Properties, I call GovernmoO't ; which 
Definition, as I think it cajioot be well 
difputed, ib I Hull all aJoog take it 
fiir granted. 

Wh4t 
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What is to h me Ant bj thf jSocietj* 

But here it is to he ahfcrvM, tljat 
when I ufe thefe Words {which th^i>p- 

cietj has devised) I do not JQPieaA hy 

this, that all tjte Whole SiQcie^y, in e- 
very Member of it, muft hie perifl^ 
nally coafeajdag to the makiixg of c- 
very Lawi b^^-e it *he ejiajQed a L?wf 
of the Society ; vthis caanQt be in jthp 
IjJature of the TJiing;/ and thercfoKC 
the inakiqg of Laws^muil o^c^4i;Uy tie 
intruded by every Society in iovoip 
particular Bands, and a^ iqine Methods 
muft be appointed^ aqd fymp Rul^ 
oblei;vM in the doing. of^ if^ jp whqa 
^any Law is decreed by thofp P^ripn^j^ 
after that' iyHcthqdy an4 according tfl 
thofe Rules apppicit^..hy the ScK^iqt)^, 
I call that a I^-aw qf tjie Society. 

Thus jfar then I thinks the Cafe i? 
,plain, that the Original 4»edTon c^ Go- 
verno^ent was the Inpipevtedion or 
Corruption of . human feature,; and.iC 
the Security qf the Rights and Propec- 
ties of the Spciei;y, is, as ip. ,is ceritanUy^ 
,the End of all Goyernmpnt, (E,«ncipie 
ly. and V.) from hepceit. vfill fpl- 

lawi 
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That the Determination of Propertjr 
mcift neccffarily have been before the 
Settlement of Government j this being 
only a Means for the fecuritig of Pro- 
perty, and by Confeqiience Govern- 
nient could not be founded in any Pr/- 
mary Law of Nature, if Property it felf 
'was not. 

Now by a Law of Nature, t mean 
fome Neceflity in the Nature of Things^ 
obliging nie to do fuch or fuch ah 
Aftion, from the Relation that that 
Aftion bears to fuch or fuch a neceffary 
End. 

And when I ufe the Word Primary 
Law of Naturd^ I refer to the Two 
different States of Mankind, the firft 
before, the other after the Fall : And 
according to thefe two different States, 
I fuppofe there are different Sorts of 
natural Laws, and different Rights 
and Obligations. 

For whatever is in the Nature df * 
Things ablblutely neceffary to our Hap- 
pinefs,^ either to be done or enjoyM, Na- 
ture gives us a Law as to that Thing, 
and not only lays an Obligation on 
us, but conveys a natural Right to 
us, either to do or enjoy it ; and as 
'tis evident there are a great many 

more 
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iritife Things neceflary to oiir Hapf)i- 
ilefs, fince our Niture became corrupt- 
- ed^ than before, {6 by Confequence 
there muft be a gteat many more nac- 
tural Obligations, and natural Rightsf 
in this, than id the former Sti^c And 
accordingly^ I diftinguiOi ^he Law$ 
and Rights of Nature into Primary, 
and fecondary Laws and Rights ; and 
'tis in this Sienfe that I fay, Govern- 
ment coald not be founded in any 
Primary Law of Nature, that is, there 
coii'd be no natural N^ceflity of it ia 
a State of pure Nature, for the fecu- 
ring of Property, if there was no fuch 
Thing as Property to be fecur'd by it. 

Depnithn of Properf). 

Now by Property I mean, fuchi at 
Right to any thing as to make it my 
pwn^ exciufive ofailothiers Right, or 
Claim to it: And ttisLt there could be 
no flitch Thing as this in a State of Pu- 
rity, except in our firft Parents them- 
felves, feems to me, I mufl: confefs^ 
little iefs,|thaa dembnitracivelyjirceN 
tain, 

I^'or 
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Fot: a State of Purity is a; State,^ 
where. . all . Things are ^ govera'd by 
right Reafon ; ^ahd as Reafon is^ then 
only Rights when it agrees with, the 
Natures and Re&fonsof Things^^fooo- 
Man could have any nsiturat Right 
to any Thing ^ny ; farther, ^oif any 
longer^ than as Reafon flboiild judges^ 
he had i. rtatbral WaOt of it ;.and' 
had Mani^ind continued in this Stac^ 
of Purity^ as all thSeir Wints, would 
have been regulated by Rd^afpUi fy 
Qt were eaty to prove, if there ivfere 
Occafion) all Things would have con- 
tinued common^ as I feid befote. ^ • 

. But is^hen this State of hirity was 
loft, and inftead of a-11 their Operations 
being govern'd by Rejifon* the Flefh 
began to'lulVagairtft the Spirit, and 
the: Meipbccs td wage War againft 
tijCiMind^: when A^n&Lufts and jfip^ 
petitjjcs. ptw beady antd etttayaganc^ 
as thbir Wants . viotM naturally irt- 
c«aic by. the Iricreiafc, of thdt .t-iifts, 
fo &dtnriifafi Iliei^^fe of t^eir Wants^ 
tjicrb. TOoiilditrife a:;Neceflity oT larger 
Snptgkeky . and chele la||ger ^ Styptics 
would naturally beget N^nopolies arid 
Inclofures, and thofe Inclofures would 
as' 'naturally begkt Contention, and 

Contention 
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ly^QtcAtipn AS naturally beget Q)a- 

* $iow vhetber out jaf an obyiou^ 
^crUe of tbisy Mankind might not: of 
tiiunfelves agree upoii a certain Di- 
vUioa of fuch Portions of Lands, a$ 
$hey tbovght convenient for their Fa- 

iniUes. 

Or iJr^ether our Firft Parents, who 
^ere the oiily Perfoos, who could have 
iny Pretence to any Property in any 
Thing, might not make a Dittribution 
to their Child rofiy and allot them their 
reipedive Portions for the Prevention 
of Difpute^ 

Or whether they mi^ht hot leave 
their Children at Liberty to take what 
they pleasM, and give them fome ge- 
neral Rule of JPfoperty, That mbatev^r 
dny one jhould pojjefsyne Jbould enjoy as 

his own^ which we call the Law of 
Otjcupjmcy ; And fo as Families in- 
crea»'d^ -tbey might iraafolaat them- 
felvcs, and Whiift they hjw i^^e Range 
<)f the World bqfore them, fhey might 
take to j:hemfelves without Injury to 
any one, t^yhat they ftiould find their 
Occafion required* 
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A 

^ Whether it thight be this, or any 
other Way, it is not poflible to deter- 
mine at this I^ifiance, nor is it indeed 
very material to be inquired into, were 
it not to gratify our Curiofity : Which 
^ay foever the Divifion earner 'tis cer- 
tain that one Time or other there was 
fome Divifioa or Appropriation made^ 
and from this Divifion there arofe a 
Property* 

And now the great Queftion comes 
in Place, How Mankind happened to 
fall into this Method of fecuring their 
Properties, which we call Government, 
whether by .the Appointment of God, 
or by the Agreement, and Contrivance 
of Men^ 

Whether Government be from God, or 

Mm. 

This is the great Bufinefs in Dif 
pute» and one would w;onderhow 'tis 
capable of being a Difpute, if Men 
wouM but examine Things not with 
their Prejudices, but their Reafons, 

I muft confefs 'tis plaufibly alledg'd, 
that confidfering how neceJTary Govern- 
ment is to the Welfare of Mankind, if 
ivoulA be an unworthy Refieftion upon 
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thcWifddm, and Goodneflof God, to 
have left the World without fach a Pro- ^ 
vifion, as is abfolutely neceffary to their 
Happinefs ; and therefore fome con- 
clude, that Government was the Ap- 
pointment of God himfelf. 

This I fay, is very plaufibly alledg'd, 
and if there were any Thing in Go- 
vernment fo dark and intricate, as not 
to be'difcovetM by natural Reafon, 
we tiiay conclude it was made known 
by Revelation. 

Becaufe he who made u$ to be Hap- 
py, as is already fuppos'd, (Principle 
IV.) cannot let us want any Thing 
neceffary tp our Happinef? j and if we 
cannot come at it in an ordinary, we may 
conclude, he will fupply us in an ex- 
traordinary Way. 

But there can be nothing of this 
Nature fupposM in the whole Bufmefs 
of Government; there is nothing that 
can require any fuch 'extraordinary 
Revelation concerning it. 

Axiom I. 

For 'tis felf evident, that Mankind, 
as being naturally jfociable Creatures, 
are naturally capable of entring into 

C 3 ^^Cv^xx^*^ 
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Societies of themielves^ wtcboiit an ix- 
craordinary Revelation, and that there* 
fore there needs no extraordinary Com-^ 
miflion from God to impower them 
to do, what he has alirejidy hy their 
very Nature direfted them to. 

Axiom VL 

ddly, Si'Aiee Mankind^ as is fup)^os^, 
are made] to be hiappy; 'tis fcif c^ri- 
dent, that' Mankind, whto forttiM fk- 
to Regular Soclet^S, ha^ fid itetsd of 
any extlraordmary Comtliiffibn frofti 
<*od,.to makie Tttch Laws, as they think 
ttecelTary to their Happinfeft, thtefe bfe» 
ing only the Meails fof the Attainmeftt 
'of that End, that he hirtfelf mai*b *t<n 
ibr: And iffo, then 

Jixiom III. 

?d]y, It can be as little d^oubtfed, 
but that there can be tro need in ftrch 
a Cafe, of any extraordinary Comniif- 
fion from God, to give Men Power to 
execute thofe Laws, they had a na- 
tural iPower to make i this being no- 
thing more "but a tower to ma^e tife 



\ 
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of the neceflary Means for the Attain- 

Thefe are plain Truths, not capable ' 
of Difpute, and from thefe we fhall 
;rfiCqlxP .this Poiflf. jFj^ if ftjao- 
;iefi4e4 oq sumoKii^My UifiY^h- 
4011 jtp' tgaoh ifieOT XP pBtep iet<? Sq- 

ci^ipsi aj«4 iif ithey ixee^el flo R«ye- 

•^§^or> liQ se^ch rfiQpi to .i».ake fuch 
X#W?, ^s flBsJgltf he a^.QB0»ry Jfor jtbek 

»aj^piftfi6» »^i if riaey ncfide4 /lO Re- 
velation to give them flower to ap- 

^ ^ok l^m io>«ihat gfl^, According 
^,he jC^u^ftaoces of £4ch :gQcieties 
Qu^ ffjuii*, in wJiidb .the whole 
jfelptft<ig qfjCjAvcronjeatis abfoJy'di tbeji 
t^tis.^yofld iCent^adi^aon pUio, That 
ijfhs^e is 09 Reaibn to eicwt^ Ahe Qii- 
^S&l gif Oo»eEomei\t to jCtod, fo far 
as relates to the Qatw^ard i^jormation 
^ Societies j ^ad /the making and exe- 
citing lAWiS. 

^^pfe Things, as tbey are within 
jhe Reach iof ^eafbn, .fo they are or- 
4iaai:ily left to the J)eterminatiQn of 
Reafon, and there was probably. jifivjsr 
ftny Government in the World, excep* 
,tipg that of the Jews, that.caiti in this 
rRefped ,be i^ to he Jftr.e Oiviw. 

C 4 tw 




The Authority of Government only front 

God, 

But yiBt it does neverthelefs appear, 
and that too from this very Argument 
I have urg'd, That the lole Founda^- 
tion of this Power of making and exe- 
cuting LawSy and the Reafon of our 
Obligation to fubmit to them^ is de« 
rivM intirely from the Authority df 
God. 

iFor we fee the very Reafon of form- 
ing Societies in the Way of Gbvern* 
ment, is founded in the Happinefs of 
Mankind, as the End, which God at 
firft defign'd, and the only Reafon of 
their Right to excrcife any Power in 
thofe Societies/ is, its being a neceflary 
Means to that End. 

And therefore 'tis God's having made 
Mankind for Happinefs, and Govern* 
jnent's being neceflary to that Happi- 
nefs, which is the true and only Foun- 
dation of the Authority of Govern- 
ment. 

So that 'tis a certain and indifpu- 
table Truth in the Nature of Things, 
that it is by God alone, that Kings 
Reign, and Princes decree Juttice, tha^ 

• ^ ^ Govern^ 
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Government in general is of Divii;i^ 
Authority. . . 

And indeed as this is the only true 
Foundation, fo it is the only fure 
Support of it. For without this, I 
cannot fee^ how we can give any 
Account of Government at all. 

- « . , ;. . ■ J - . ' 

The Author it J of Government not from 

• the People. 

For if the Authority of Government 
arifes mfterly from an Agreement 6f 
a People with one anotlier, it will 
follow from thence. That no Gover- 
hor can lawfully exercife any other 
Power over any one, than every one 
has a Power to agree to ; and by Con- 
fequence no Government can have 
Power to take away Life, becaufe no 
Man has aii abfolute Power ro difpole 
of it. • 

' But if we s^fcribe the Authbrity of 
Governtiient to God, and confider it 
in the View that we have fet it, as 
a neceffary Means in the Nature of 
Things for the Attainment of a ne- 
ceffary End appointed by God, we 
have then a Right given us by God 
to u^e it, ^s a Means in Order to that 
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Eadf and therefcxre fo far as the 
king away the Life of a Man is n«i- 
icef&ry to the Security of any Society, 
T4iat Society has a Right to taloe it 
SLway^ even by God's pwa Aftjppiot- 
fiient. 

Nay^ the Argument holds good iCy en 
in a private Cafe, and the fame Rea- 
f^^ will juftify ^vfiry Maa to dp the 
fame Thing in ]^is p\f n Defence ; and 
as 'tis univerfally allowM to do fo, fo 
'ftis ithfi only Reafou that will do it ^ 
but 'tis much ftfiOnger, wlieu offered in 
behabf o<f a Society ^ as muc^ as t^ 
ysho\& is {better tl;>an a Part. 

fiefi^cs, if Xjav>er;injiQnt ,were^oui:\4e4 
4»Iy iMp^ti the 4gi^^^(^^^ J^ a People 
-4ioe witth .ajBQtlier, a$ every one ius a 
:fi(Mil aud Resfon of his own^ «ad apt 
jQnJiy ja inaetoral j^light to judge aqid 
xJ2^ &f iiiiaifedf, hut alio to a^ /ac- 
cording to his own, and not anc^qr^s 
fu(;lgiiKK(nt9:ai^ farther than it becomes 
iliis.ovviQ.; fo X muft 'freely owOi upon 
ithis tPriirciple I do .not at pcefeat f^e, 
iiosv any Man can be in Duty obUg'd 
^0 fuhmit ito -any other Government, 
j^han ouviiat :hc himi^lf approves, and 
agvee^ to ; which as it is a Notion 
that iv^ould make ^Government .pceca^ 

rioaS| 
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rious^ and tends to Diforder and Con- 
fufion, v/e have already (hown it muft 
neceffarily be falfe. (Principle VI.) 

But if Government be founded upon 
the natural Appointmeat of God, as 
being in the Nature of Things a ne- 
tcflary Means to our ^ Happinefs, it 
theft becomes every ones Duty to fup> 
port it, and by Con&Duence to fub- 
mit to tlie Laws of it, ttio' perteips he 
tiksiy not approve of them j and has not 
peribnally agreed to them ; and if the 
l^ws be fuchy that he cannot in Con- 
fcience comply with what they com- 
mand, he muft patiendy bear the Pe- 
pakies they inflid. And this is the 
Meaning of tlmt Expreflion of St. P^irf, 
Rom. 15. I, 2, J, &c. which has given 
fttch Occafion for I>ifpi«e ; That we 
are to bcr Subjed to the Laws of the 
Higlier Powers of every Society, be- 
caufe all Power is from G^d^ und tie 
Powers tbst ke^ are ordiunei cf <aod : 
Tliat is, iiecattfe every Society has a 
Power (from God to mafee fuch Laws, 
as are ueocffaiy for «fee Welfare of 
that Society ^ arw every ^Rifler intrufted 
by the Socicay with the Execution of 
thofe Laws, executes that Authority 
that it is ordain'd by God, and there'. 
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the Slociety, which every Society has 
from God. 

CmfequeHces from the foregoing Prim^ 

ciflesl 

Thus far then, I think, Wc have 
cleared our Way ; and if fo, from hence 
we may be able to deduce fotnc fuch 
certain and evident Corollaries, as will 
give us a juft and eafy View into afi 
the niceft Cafes relating to Govern- 
ment. 

Corottdry I. 

The Reafon of Fower in Princes^ imi 
Oi^edience in Su6je{fs. 

Fh-ft, From hence we may ceitakily 
difcover the true Nature of all Fofc 
tical Power, and the true Reaibn of 
our Obedience and Submillton to it. 

For if it be true, as we have fo«- 
|tosM (Priricipte IV.) That God nladc 
Mankind for Happinefs, and that tlicy | 
'fiiould Kve toother in Society : And [ 
if it be likewife true, as we have thence 
inferrM (page 2^.) That God tbtra- 

by 
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ijy A&tJiorlfes. cvety Society tS pat 
tbemfelvei under fuch Fwrtis, and to 
make and execute fuch Laws krA 
Kdks, as they (ball find hec^aEry for 
their Happineft ; it Avrll hence f&Y^^ 
by an obvioifs Gdnfeqdence, That fcbif 
it be left to the Society to judge -what- 
is neceflaryy yet the f oww of hiiking 
thit.itif6 ft Lkw, and oionigmg ot^ri 
to fubmit to it, is iteircly denV'd froin 
God. 

And as this Power nraft neceffarily 
be intrufted by every Society in fome 
pkrticolar Haad^, arid 6ught to t>e 
executed accorditig to feme eeretiil: 
Hules^ fo whatfodver thofe PerfeinSf 
fb ifttruftdd, Ihall think neecffary ifr 
be done, tte Sodccy oUglit to b^^C- 
tcrmihM by; and whaltevbr Laws t&ey 
IhaU make according to thofe Rute«^ 
are by Confequence to be efteeoi^d 
the Will and Command of God ; un- 
lefs he has in Time j^ft, and ti{} he 
fhallin Ti'mfe to come, fignify/his Will, 
th^t it tfhall be otherWife. 

lCo4 *s tbe AxJsiiniftration of thbdo 
LaWis muft ilecfeffarily be intrtafted iii 
oh^ €r ' more H&nds^ whota we ^ cgll 
Governors ; fo whatever thefe Govern 
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iJors fliall do according tothofe JAws;' 
is fo far done by the Authority or 
God. 

And as thofe Laws cannot be di(^ 
obeyM without Sin, fo neither can 
thofe Governors be refifted^, or oppos'd 
in the Execution of thofe Laws, with- 
out Rebellion^ and that not only a- 
gainft them, but alfo againft God^ bf 
whofe Authority they aft. 

Corollary If. 

Secondly, If Government be neceA, 
fary to the Welfare of Society, and if 
it be true, as we. have inferred from 
thence (Principle VI.) Th?it thofe 
Notions are falfe, and therefore ought 
to be avoided, that tend to' Diibrder 
and Confufion ; frohi hence it will 
follow^ 

Vmtjf and Order to be frefirv^i. 

That every Society 6ught tp^ pro- ^ 
vide, and every Member of that So* ■;f! 
ciety fubmit to fuch Methods, as they^ 
think neceffary for Unity and Order. 

And 
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And finte'the Authority of God is 
the only Foundation, and the onfy 
fare Support of Government, and by 
Confquence of Unity and Order; and 
fince^tis evident to every Underftand- 
ing, • That without a due Senfe of 
this Authority of God, which I call 
Religion, there can be no certain Bafis 
for Truth or Juftice, or Confidence a- 
mongfl: Men, which are the Bonds 
and Ligaments of Society, the Joints, 
by which its Members are united *, but 
on the contrary all Falfehood, and 
Deceit, Avarice, and Ambition, Ra« 
pine, and Violence, Murther, and Op. 
preffion, Malice and Revenge will be 
lawful, fo far as they can be fecret, 
and without the Reach of human Laws ; 
it will follow. 

That it ought to be the Care of 
every Society, that Religion be eftab- 
lifhM, and maintain'd amongft them. 

This is fo necefTary, that even A- 
theiftical Politicians advife its Prefer- 
vation and Incouragement, merely ouc 
of a Principle of worldly Policy, as be- 
ing fo ferviceable to the Ends and 
Furpofes of Government, as if it had 
been only the Invention of Men. 
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A9d jchfirefbre they who ate Ene** 
mies to Religioo^ are lb far Enemies 
^0 Society, and Tray tors to the Go- 
•vernment they live unden 

Vpitjf 4»d Order in RiUgion^ 

But then as Religion ought to be 
the Care of every Society, as neceflkry 
CO Unity and Order, fo it ought to he 
equally their Care, that Unity and Or- 
der in Religion be maincainM* 

And as Religion cannot be maiotainM 
without fome Form of Woi'ihip, and 
fome Rules of Order, io it will fol- 
low. That in every Society, there ougnt 
not pnly tp be fome fuch ForiQ^ and 
Rules eft^blifh'd, btit alfo that that 
Form, and thofe Rules be fo contrived, 
^s far jas poUibie^ that every Member 
of the Society may unite in them^ and 
conform to them, 

An^finoe we have already fhewn 
in t;he foregoiqg Corollary^ That the 
Laws of a Society are to be obey'd, 
as the LaMTs of God, ib far as thev 
are ^reeable to his WiU^ it wilV^t- 
low. That every Member of a Socjiety 
ought to f^or^ply with that Fprhi of 
Worlhip, and fubmit to thofe Rules of 

Order 
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Ov&cr cftalrtl(h'a amongft them, lo 
far ib riiey are A6t 'contrary to God's 

Will. 
And tterdbre fo fat* as any one op- 

pofts chefe Things, fo far he is an E- 

nemy to the Unity, and Order of the 

Society y and difobedient to God, by 

whofB Authority they arc injoyn^d. 

And if fo, from hence it will foU 

low. 

To Govitn bj Parties a falfe Maxim. 

That it muft be a falfe Maxim of 
Policy in any Society, to govern by 
Fat^ions and Parties^ that is, by Di- 
vifion^ either in Church, 6r State- 

IJbf evety Divifion in any Degree, 
is in a Political, what we call a Difeafe 
in a Natural Body, which as it weak- 
ens ite Strength, fo it tendis to its De- 
ftruftion ; and tho' thefe Difeafes may 
be kej^t Under by skillful Heads^ and 
feafonabld A publications, and their na- 
tural T«ttdcncy niay be reftrainM a 
WhiliS, yet they always impair the 
Conftitution for the prefent; atid no 
Man tkn bi fure of the Evetit. 

D 2 l>WviA 
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Divih and Rule has bebn an Ad- 
tient, and ^cis a certain Maxim for a 
Kingdom divided againft it felf^ divide 
about what they will, whether &cred, 
or civil Matters^ ^tis all one, fuch a* 
Kingdom cannot Hand. 

And as it was obfervM of old in 
the Conqueft of this Nation by the 
Romans, that our home-bred Difcords 
made way to it, [dum finguli pugnsnt^ 
Vniverfi vimuntuTy) fo we may obferve 
of any^ other Peop'e. For we rarely 
find any Government over turn'd, but 
Divifion had a Hand in the Worliu^ 

And therefore 'tis the Intereft of 
every Society to encourage Unity, and 
heal Divifions. 

And for the fame Reafon it will 
follow, 

Divifions in Society to be healedk c 

2dly^ That where any Diviiions 
happen in a Society, they ought as £ir 
as poHible to remove all OccaGons of 
them, and apply all proper Methods- 
for the Cure ot 'em. 

And as Unity is, as we have fhown^ 
the Duty of every Member of a So- 
viet y , 
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clety, not only put of Refpeft to the 
Authority of God, but alfo the Wel- 
fare of Society, fp every Member of 
the Society ought to unite, as far as 
poflible, and ir out of Weaknefs, they 
cannot comply in every Thing they 
ought, yet they ought put of Duty 
and Intereft, to comply in every Thing 
they can. 

For where there is a Rightful Power 
to command, there is a Duty to obey, 
and we fee every Society has a Power 
granted them by God to injpyh every 
Thing, th^t thev thinly neceflTary fon 
the Happineft or the Society, and by 
Coijfqiiepce every Thing relating to 
Rcligiofi, which is of all Things tlie 
moft neceffary. 

The Magifirates Porrer in B^eligioti^ 

Matters. 

> 

iBut then, as the Authority from 
God is founded only m the Nature of 
Things (for wc are here fpeaking on- 
ly of natural Principles, without fiip- 
pofing any Revelation as yet) fo ' it 
muft be fuch an Authority, as' the 
Nature of Things will allow of| that 
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is, fqch as caqnot command or injpyfi 
any Thing contrary to the Nature of 
Things, that is, contrary to the Na* 
ture of God, or Man, or conf T3.ry tq 
the natural Relation, of Th.ngs with 
Refped either to Truth, or Goodneft. 

And therefore where the Form, or 
the Rules of Order prefcrib'd by any 
Society are not fo, there the Magjftrati? 
has a Power to command, arid the 
People are under a Duty to obey ac^ 
cording to the joules and piws pf 
Naturi?. : 

But here you'll ^y, if every Sqc.i?(ty 
has a Power to appoint what I^o^Wi 
pf Worfljip, an4 what Rules pf Ofn 
der, they think fit, they myft by C?P*I'' 
fequence have a Power t:p ^pipi^ 
what Perfons fhall perform Religious 
Offices, which fpm? think of dajigfs 
rous Confequence to affert. , . . 

pJt Mdgffirftes Pqvfer over ||h Ftii/^- 

w 

3ut be it how i( wiU, it is ce,^^jplv 
true In ^ State, vhere 'w9 fqpjpoffi Ofj^ 
Other Revelation of God s \yifl poo^ 
ceraing thefe Matters, h^t th|9 j^si^ri 
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of Things^ ta imA6 the' Hcufins andT 
Operamrts of iilafit&irid. ' ■ 

In fticH a StiKtr I fajr^ 'ci9 oercsiki2jic 
true : Fbr i^ Rcfligidqis 0£lccisr.nuiit bft 
perlbrin'dj fhq f^rfons muft fae sqaP 
ppiryeed eittttr by God, (tt N^'j iibf 
God, fince we fuppofe iHiLodKr Rb*' 
Vetai:ion, Ikte cto Naeui« ■«£ Things, 
thepe mc^ ehefi be {owe Gjaual^i 
gr^anced by God in the i^a(i!iire vS 
Things ce f(Mne partfculaar F^cibRs, bf 
which Gcid iTiiuft foe fuppasM oJiavei 
^ea tberft an- Authority ro>esecfucc5 
tlhofe Odiees before, and- above ai\ 6^ 
ther Peopto : Bot this I foppQJfe^is what: 
no Man will pretend to, and thsre^ 
fbre all thofe Thiiigs^ muft be deter- 
min'd by Meti aiccording to tM Rules 
of the SocKty, who are left the onijfi 
Judges of whd/t is convenienr^ wfaeiti 
God has- not yet reveal'd his Will j 
and thofe Perfens who are thus dedt^* 
cated to God*s Service aGcortllag to the 
Rules of cvefry fuch Society, are as 
much the Minifters of God, as if theyt 
had been fent by aa extra0rdmaY^ 
Commiffion from God himfet^ ,■ -: 

But where God has rhougbo JBt to 
reveal his Will, tfeete tte^ Scaiety are 
00 longer Judges of thefe Things : 
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Their own Reafon is no longer their 
Guide, but God^s Revelation ; and tho' 
before they had a Power to do and 
injoyn, what they thought fit, here 
they are to a£l as God injoyns, and 
their Power is determinM by the Rule 
of Revelation. 

But then, as this Revelation is their 
Rule, fo they are not to be determined 
by it any fanher, then it reveals ; and 
by Confequence where the Revelation 
is fiient, there is no reveal'd Rule^ 
and therefore there muft b^ the fame 
Power remaining in the Society, which 
they had before that Revelation was, 
given. ... 

And therefore, tho' every Society 
has a Natural Power to appoint xm 
,,^'. v/^Perfons, arid prefcribe the Qualities for 
Religious Office, where God has left 
them only to their own Reafons, yet 
if God has by any Revelation appoint"^ 
cd tliofe Offices to feme particular Per- 
fons^ and has given them the Appoint* 
ment ^uii^ei' fome certain Regulations, 
there the Power of the Society is f li- 
mited, and they have no ijiore Powec 
to ad contrary to this, than they have 
Power to ad contrary to .God's Will* 



\ 
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And indeed, as no Society can Iaw» 
fiilly ad any Thing, but what they 
think is for the Welfere of the Society, 
fo they can have no Reafon to ad 
contrary to fuch a revealed Appoint- 
ment, unlefs they could fuppofe, that 
God did not know what was bed 
to be done in every Society, or would 
prefcribe any Thing, that is not for 
the Welfare of the Society. 
. The Queftion therefore in this Cafe 
is, what Revelation God has made 
concerning it^ either ^ire&lyj or indi- 
redly,' whether he has exprefly ap*- 
pointed any particular Men to exe- 
cute Religious Offices before him, or 
whether he has given any Gommiffion 
to them to appoint others, and how 
far that Commiflion reaches. For fo 
far as there is fiich a Revelation, fo 
far all Authority is funded, and the 
Power of the Society can reach no far- 
ther, than to regulate the Executioa 
of thefe Offices, and to appoint fuch 
Things both as to the Perfons, and 
their Offices, as God has not deter^- 
ininM by that Revelation. 

And as this, ought to be done by 
tiy^p Society^ fo it ought to be done is 
(uch a manner, s^s they ft»JX v\v\vJ«l\>^^ 
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fbr the Support 6f Unity and Otder^. 
ftitd the Security of the Rights and* 
Ftoperties of the Scfciety, 

fke Rate of Laws^ dni the Mttfure df 



|dly, If it be true acdording to 
{Principles v?e have laid down, That 
the Welfare df Happincfi; of the So* 
(Serf is the End of afl Government, 
tilcn it muft he the End of every* 
Thing that is done hi the Way of 
(Government, andby Conlequencemuff 
not only be the End of making and 
ftdntintffrlng Lavi^s, but alfo the Enrcf 
6f all Obedieacfer and Submiffion. 

And if fb,, from hence we are taughe 
SL certain Rute, 'by which all Laws 
(mght to be piade, and a certain Mea* 
fure, according to which all Governors 

ouglit to be OTey'd. 

The Rule of Confctence in making Lms* 

Firft, If the Welfare of the Society 
be th^ End, and therefore the Rulo 
ef lMafi:mg Laws, it ought by Confe* 

quence 



^uepce tq ^ the ^od, md the cSBly 
l^nd (?f eyary ferfon intryflttKl in that 
CJoncfiFfl : Anf^ i;h©' <be Perfons h 
ia(ruiledy are the ^J^foIutQ Judges of 
w\i2Li is for the Welfare of the Sod* 
ety, and therefore may make whip 
Laws tl^y p|§afq, yet it is certainly 
^n Abufe of their Power, for whicn 
th^y sre highly' anfwerable to God^ 
ijiiQifl^ thi^y Qppofe any Thing, that 
jfiey 0iAk ^s, pr agr^e tp any Thing^ 
th^Y fW^J^ is not, for the Welfare of 
thp Sfif:i§^Y they *re adiiig for. 
^ ^n4 if^ as w^ bav« already fupposM, 
(Principle 5,) The Welifare of Society 
cpftfil^^; i» the Seci^fity of its Rights 
a^^ l^rop^rtii3% then as the whole is 
^a4^ ^p of Parts, fo each Perfbn^ a^ 
^ M^npb9$r^ 4b4 P^^^ ^^ the whole, has 
a Cl^ii^. to he fecur'd. in his Rights 
aad |^rQp#rt^e$. 

♦ 

Hoiv fdr- 6ur RighN are fo (le mainZ 
' ' tdif^A. ' ' ■ ■ 

But then, as the whole is more 
valuable than any Part, fo the Security 
pf every particular Perfon ought to 
be coniulted and provided for, only 
fo far a-s is conliltent with the WeU 
fare of the whole, K^i^ 
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And if fo, no Maxims of Policy 
can be juft, nor any Laws be Lawful.^ 
thac deprive any one of hisRight, or 
intrench on his Property, any farther 
than as the Welfare of the whole re- 
quires it. 

\ i And as the Laws, that are made 
for the Security of our Rights, are itt 
their Nature to be fupposM for the 
Welfare of the whole, fo long as they 
are allowed to continue in Force ; fo 
no Man can be lawfully deprived of 
his Rights under any Pretence of the 
pdbiick Good, any farther than thofe 
Laws aUow, . ; ^ 

i /^tid by Confequence, (hould any 
Ptribn, or Authority whaffoever dif^ 
pofe of the Rights of any Member of 
the Society for any other Reafon, or 
id any other Manner, than the Laws 
of the Society direft, they would not 
only do an Injury to him, but would 
tklQ) fo far ad contrary to the Wel- 
fare, as they aft contrary to the Laws 
of the Society. ■ ' 



■» 



.' ? •' 



■ f • • 



The 



(45) 

The F0wef sf every Societj to dhnatB \ 

Righfsy i 

« 

But then, as the Society has a Powee 
to make, fo by Confequence for tho 
very fame Reafon, they muft have ^ 
Power to alter Laws, and therefore! 
a Power to alter, or alienate our 
Rights. 

But yet, as the Security of every 
Mans Right and Property ought to 
be provided for, in making Laws, as 
has been juft now provM, fo far as 
confifts with the Weltare of the whole ^ 
fo it will not be Lawful, even for them, 
to alter any Law on Purpofe to alie*. 
nate any particular Right, any far- 
ther, than as they are convinced, the 
neceffary Support of the Society re» 
quires it. 

For 'tis certain from the very Na* 
ture of Government, that every Menjr 
ber of a Society has a Right to be 
proteftcd in every Thing he enjoys by 
the Rules of the Society. 

But yet it is as certain. That no 
Man can have a Right to injure the S09 
ciety, as it is certam, That the whole 
is better than a Fart j 



And therefore, As the End of ma- 
kklg Laws is the Security of the Rights 
of the Society, ^fo^ Whatever Rights 
thofe Laws give any private Perfon, 
or Perfons, they ar6 naturally fuppOsM 
to be granoed only fo far, as they are 
a>nfiftent with the Security ofthePub^ 
lick : 

And therefore whenever thofe Peiv 
fbns, who are intruded by the Society^ 
flull judge any Rights the Laws have 
giv^t us, inconMent with the Secu^ 
rity of the whole Society, they ver]^ 
lawfully may, and 'tis very expedient 
they (houki alter thofe Laws, and a*^ 
yenate thofe Rights^ which they never 
eould intend by thofe Laws to give. 

And therefore, tho' in making and 
feptaling Laws, it be neceflary to in« 
^ire into the Rights of the particu^ 
lar Perfons concerned, and how far 
tlury ihall intrench upon thofe Rights 
in their Proceedings, yet where the 
PuUick Security requires any Thing 
^ neceflfary to be donei there a Pri« 
vate Injury ought to be no Bar sl^ 
gainft that, which appears to be ne* 
osflary to the Pctblick Good. 

But 
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, But then. As that cannot bo a iid» 
teJOfary Meaxis to an End, where t^ 
End can be attainM without th6& 
rMeaos, fb that cannot be faid to k§ 
neeelTary to the Welfare of the Pwb^ 
lick, without which the Welfare G^ 
the Publick may -be maintained. 

And therefore we ought not to dgr 
prive any om of his Rights, wict|ptf| 
a due Sacisfadion to him, under aay 
Tretence of the Publick Good, wbecp 
the Publick Good can be iecure4 ^f)r 
other Way. 

To iUullrate this a little, let us i^ 
£oIle£t a known Cafe. In a late Reigp^ 
^here was a Bill in ParUament for chf 
Exclufioij of the then Duke of V^rik, 
from his Succelfion to the Crowfl^ 
The Laws of the Land had given bai|j 
a Right, and the King and Parliament 
luad a Right in themielves, to alieaai^ 
ithat Right, if they fliould thinjk jt 
jieceQary for the Security of the Right; 
and Prc^erties of the Society. 

. j^ow tbo* Birthright was a Pppuliwr 
Jflry at that Time, yet that was J^ 
weak Objedion to tlie Thing, if ch$ 
Welfare of thp whol^ recjuired it tQ 
.be done^ 
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And therefore the proper Qiicftion 
iti that, and all fudh like Cafes ought 
to be, how far 'tis rieceflary to the 
Publick Good, that is, how far the 
Rights and Properties of the Society 
can be fecurM without this, or that 
proceeding.' 

And upon a ftrift Enquiry into this,^ 
had they who are the only Judges bf 
this Matter, 1 mean, the King and 
Parliament, agreed in their Opinion, 
2ind pail the Bill, He would ihnme- 
diately have loll his Right, and fhould 
He afterwards have laid any Claim to 
the Succeffion, He would have been 
guilty of High Treafon, and (hould 
any one have pretended to affert his 
Right, He would have been guilty of 
ReDellion« 

But fhould the King and Parliament 
have pali: the Bill upon any other 
Confideration, than as they confcien- 
tioufly thought it indifpeniablv nece(^ 
fary to the Prcfervation of tne Soci* 
ety in their Rights and Properties ; 
fhould the Parliament have movM it 
out of Prejudice to the Mad, or the 
King have confented to it for the Mad- 
nefs of the People, or (hould either 
have done it out of any other Motive^ 

thaa 
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thaff iS tlicy were thro^y fatlsfiedi 
*twas fo neceffary to be done that the 
kigbts of the Society could not be fe- 
cufVi any other way, they would have 
been (xuilty: df Great Injuftice/ and 
Oppreffioh.^ 

But we had been concluded never* 
thelefi. For we: ire not Judges' of their 
AQtioai^ much lefs their intentions^ 
but they are the Judges^ and che only 
Judges of the Publick Good« and there^ 
fore We are to fubmit to their deter- 
itiinations, unlels we will make all out 
Laws ufelefs, our Conftitution and Go* 
vermhent precarious, which, whatever 
Notion tends to, we have already 
fhewn to be Falfe* {Ptincipie VI.) 

And thus we tre direaed to a cer* 
tain Rule to guide Our Conftiences in 
making Laws, which is, the Welfare 
of the Society in the Security of their 
ieveral Rights and Properties. And 
as no Laws ought to be made, but 
with an Bye to tnis £ad, {o from hence 
ftwillfoUoWi 

TbtNeeelpty ef ftttt$$ig L*»i in Execution. 

That whatever Laws ate made, 
ought therefore to be put ia Execur 
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lAottf (6 as td attain the Sa^ they w«ire 
made for. 

*Twas a Reproach thQ Komatts eaj^ 
upon th« Jtbejua»$, that, they^ Cbfs^'d 
their Wifdom in making ^qo4 Ijmi^ 
but their Folly in negleding rCO' ohierf 9 
and exetute them. ■ .' ^ 

And 'twii A Juft Reproaeh^fioillot^ 
For 'twiBve e,vi;ry whit a»:weU tor^tt^ 
no Laws at:all> a& Act to. havft^wol 
executed and obfcr vMi ; . 

But then. As it is Aeceflary, th«i 
Laws. once made^ fhoiold becarefuUir 
executed, fo they oughtitabe eifecut^d 
only for, the End, for.wbich>theviMr«re 
made ; and by conf^uemte not tiu' aOf 
other Senfe than they. ai:9 Appofod: tQ 
be madjBl in, nor for any. o«her Bnd, 
than for the Wei&re! of^ the Society in 
the Secudty of, their Right» a^d FfOr 
perties. < 

Anditherdbre ihouldtan^ Fccibii 
ProfocuCB^: or any Officer BKCcUteiany 
Lawupanianyt.Membcnofjths Sociioty^ 
who has ofrcnded againftit^.alid' is 
therefore juftly liable to it, out -of Pre- 
judice,, oi*. Famon, MaiicB,iOtR«V^fti^ 
or any other Principle, out the Wel- 
fai^.cu Society^ thoVtbey .rtBttll)}iM>iiio- 
tbing,ib«t w^t)Ch6L«WL<rcqittreafi90d 

do 
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roffldtf tlifer.Ititereft of 



m tf6t' Biaffi^b^fe in'rcfpia' of t& 
^So^Hety tWy H^orl^ ttoJ ■ fe'r they atb 
-midikbltih tfHe Sf^lit of Gtid, vA 
Ij&s made, not' bur ov^h'Humbaf, aflfd 
"pHirkie RtieWtdtewts, or any oilier 
Thing, Wri' the Welfarfe- of tW ' S6cl4- 
ty, the Enftbf ettfy TH^ng' tftfat is;to 
be done in the "Way of (^erhmVfft, 
ivTiithcr iti ' niakin^ , dr executing 
iaws. 

Biiii'iKoti^d ahy Pfcrlfoii' erideavour to 
ttervei-t ther Nfa^tirat mtdM^ of thfe 
t^W by ztif Ari, or I>eia^ity. hie is 
MkfEcr oF. or by iny Aiifhtfritfy, \ieis 
iflV<jftea=wifli',aM- fp git ft! execot'dd 
in any other Senfe/'than lieihihks Was 
tilfiJsridied 1^ it, 'he v?otild bb highly 
Kkortablc iipori-^hat accotmt, ntit orf- 
ly in refpcflt of Go5, tut thfe " Society. 

Nay, thb* hfe fttmfld'jfok iipbh this 
Priridplc orily, th;tt he thinks it for 
the Wclfirfe of thfe Societ^,'. that the 
Lawfhonkl be tafkeh in tne^dilfe lie 
gives it, yet if he is fendble it is not 
the true Senfe, that is, the Senfe that 
Vfii intended by the Makers of the 
LaW| 'tis certainly an OSence ^^\st& 
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God, and the Society. Becaufe God 
has obligM us to fubmit to the Rules 
of the Society, and the Society having 
appointed fuch^ and fuch Pertons, the 
only Judges of their Welfare, and what 
Laws are neceifary for that purpofey 
we are by Confequence requir'a by 
God, and the Society, not only to fub^ 
mit to the Laws they make, but alio 
to the Senfe they make them in, fo far 
as it is a lawful Senfe. 

And therefore fo far as we fhall en* 
deavour to impofe any private Senfe 
upon the Law, contrary to what we 
think was intended by it, fo far we en- 
deavour to pervert the Rules, and Or* 
ders of the Society, by making the 
Welfare of the whole to dependupon 
our private Judgment. 

Secondly, If the end of making and 
executing Laws be the Welfare of the 
Society, in the Securitv of their R^hts 
and Properties, from nence we have a 
Rule for the Regulation of the Laws, 
and the manner of the Execution of 
'em in every wife and good Govern- 
ment. 

How 
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, How l^m are to be Regulated and 

^ Executed. 

. For ii this be the End of all Laws, 
it is not only neceflary to every Wife, 
and Good Government, that there be 
Good Laws made, but that they be 
n^anagM fo^ as (halt be thought beft to 
ahfwer the End of th^ir making, and 
bv Confequence fuch as Ihall be moi^ 
lilcely to be obfervM. 

And therefore Firft, As no Man can 
doubts but that thofe Laws are mofl 
likely to be obferv*d, which are few 
in Ni|mber, and therefore eafie to be 
known and rememberM, and Plain ia 
their meaning, and therefore eafie to 
be underftood, fo it feems to be a ne- 
ceffary Care of every Society, that the 
Laws be as few, and as Plam, as pofji- 
bic. 

Lam to be Ferv and Plain. 

A Multitude of Laws Politicians 
have always look'd upon, and So- 
ciieties have always found a Burthen, 
and 'twas a Complaint of Tacitus^ that 
wheieas Rome had formerly abounded 

E ^ ^\^ 
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with horrid, and dcteftable Vices, fo 
in his time, it .was as much pefterM 
with a Multitude of mifchievous and 
unneccffary Laws, which proved a Re- 
medy, as Bad p the pife^fe. ' ^ 

But it is doubtletjs a much greater 
Burthen to a Society, when its Laws 
are expreft in fuch Terms, as ar6 
doubtful and amhi£uo;i^s^ becaufe thi^ 
\^ill not only pi;oauce continual di- 
fputes but will ma)fe"aH their Rights 
uncertain and prccapious. 

And tlierefore fropi hence it will 
follow, That *tis the Intereftof every 
Society to exclude all fuch Perfons 
froCTi making Laws, whole private 4c|- 
vahtage it may be to perplex, and in- 
tanefe the Scnfe of them. 

Laws to be Gentle an4 Eajie. 

Again, If the Laws of a Society- 
ought to be made fo, as that they may 
moft probably be obfervM, then, as 
they ought to be as few, and as Plain, 
fo they p^ght tq be as Gentle, and 
Eafie, as poffible. A^id therefore, 

I^irft, it feems tp be a necefT^ry Care 
of every Society, not tp nia^e any fuctj 
Laws, as they knp\r, or may reafoa- 
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bly think before-hand, a great part of 
ribife^*(>(!iety will not fubt^it/io, unlcfs 
the Welfare of the Society fo far re- 
quires it, as that it cannot be fecur*d 
•Bydbther liwf. 

hex. the (Principle upon which they 
vtfl'dpfiofc the Law, be what it. will, 
M4ietter Wbekaeis^ or Perverfepefs, 'tis 
ttll one, &r'fince it will not be ohferv'di 
tc fhoald not be injoin'd \ Becaufe fuch 
Oppofition may beget Confufion, which, 
as it may hazard the Peace and Wel- 
fkre ef the Society, ought therefore to 
be avoided), as unlawful, imlefi the 
Hkeard be greater on the other fide. 

And as the Reafon of making, and 
odatinuing La^s is the fame, fo from 
hence it wiU follow, 
, That, if they ought not to make 
Lau^s^ which they know before- hand 
will be bppos'd, for the fame Reafon 
it dtDes not feem proper to continue 
fuch Laws, as they afterwards find, 
are fo opposM ; 

And therefore as all Laws ought to 
be fb made^ fo they ought for the fame 
Ikeafon to he fo altered, as far as pofC- 
tftfev *hat they may be obfcrvM by All. 
fiut ftiU this is to he underflood, fo far 
«k\f as confifts with the Welfare of 
fiooifcty. E 4 Notfein^ 



Nothing Burthenfome to he Imfos^d mtlh^ 

out Neceffity. 

Again, If all Laws ought to be as 
Gentle and Eafie, as pomble^ then it 
feems to be a neceflary Care of every 
Society, that no more Burthens be im- 
posM upon its Members, than are ab* 
folutely neceflary for the Welfare of 
the Whole. 

And as every Member of the So^ 
ciery is a Sharer in the Welfare of the 
Whole, fo all fuch Impofitions ought 
to be fo Order'd, as that every one 
fhall bear a ihare in the Burthen. 

But then» as the Welfare of the 
Whole confifts in the Security of the 
Rights, and Properties of the Society, 
and by Confequence as they mufl have 
the moft Benefit by fuch Security, who 
have mott to lofe, and therefore moft 
to be fecurM, fo they ought to bear 
the greatefl: ihare of th^ Burthens that 
are Imposed. 

And therefore whatever Burthens 
are laid upon the Society^ ought, as far 
as poflible, to be equally proportioned, 
according to the feveral Rights and 
Properties of the feveral Members of 
th^ Society. Thus 
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Thus we have a Rule for making 
Laws, and from the fame Principle wd 
have. 

Haw to Reguldte the Execution of Laws.i 

Secondly, A Rule whereby to Re- 
gulate the manner of the £xecutioo of 
*em. 

For if the End of making Laws be 
the Welfare of the Society in the Secu* 
rity of their Rights, and Properties, it 
is not only neceflary to every Good Go- 
vernment that the Laws be executed 
with an Eye to the End for which 
they were made, viz. The Security of 
Right and Property, but aifo in fuch 
manner, as that End fhall be beft at- 
tained, and our Rights and Properties 
belt fecur'd. 

We have already obfervM, that it is 
a juft Reproach to make Laws that 
we never execute ; but yet it is certainly 
the very fame Thing, whether the Exe- 
cution of Laws be totally negleded, 
or whether they be executed in fuch a 
manner, as that the End, which was 
intended, cannot be attain'd. 

For tho' a Law be never fo wifely 
pontriv'd for the Security of Right and 



jRfH^l^erty, yoi if ia obtaining dbe $6* 
pefit^ of tfaiC Lfffir^ J nuttft: f^mad m^rip 
Time, and be at mo^c Charge, ihm 
my Right, and Property is Worth, 'tis 
th^ iame Tbtfig <9 sOie^ as if diere ^n^e 
really no fuch Law. 

Mortt hjafikp^ tti0 Pefrfian Proverb 
lays, h htHf fbun L(mg J^ufiic§. 

And therefore it feems to be a tie- 
jDcflkry Ca<-e of every QotiA Govern- 
inoat, that in tbe manner of fissecu*? 
ling the Laws of the SOcitty^ no fuch 
iitioeceffoty Delays be aliow'd, as (hall 
fiHiftrate tiie Jult Procei^ings of the 
I^Wy nor any fiich Burthen feme 
Charges be required, as (hall defeat 
th@ Benefit:, and Intention of it. 

Thus we fee what improvements 
ijiay be made of this Principle : Ic 
might be carried a great way farther, 
if ther^ were occafidn, but this is fuf» 
ficient Ipr a general Hint, it fiirnilhes 
V$ you fee, with an Infallible Rule for 
the Making and Executing Laws, aad 
{jTom the fame Principle we have, 



rhi 
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^bi Meajure of Submiffian to Gover-^ '- 

pours. 

^ly , A like certain Rule, by which 
to meafure our Submiilion to Gover-; 
hors, who, according to our DefiJii*'' 
tion of Government, are the Admini- 
ftfators of the Laws. 

This has been the SubjeQk of great; 
Difputes, and as it has been managM^ 
it has been made a Matter of verjr 
great Difficulty ; whereas according 
to thefe Principles, which I have here 
laid down, there is nothing capable 
of a more eafy and ceruin Refolu- 
tion. 

For if the Welfare of Society be, 
as v/e have fhown (Principle 4. 7.) 
l|ie End of every Thing, that is done 
in the Way of Government, it muft 
by Confgquence be the End of all Au- 
thority and Obedience. 

And tho' the Authority of Govern*- 
ment be fiom God, as we have fhown 
(p^g^^4t?5j26,27,) and tho' Obedience 
fate therefore (|m^ ^0 Governors out of 
Duty to Gft^, from whom their Au- 
^hW^y ^ deriv'd, yet God cannot be 
fyppps'd to command any fuch Obe- 
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dience to any Governour, nor can any 
Perfon pretend to exaft Obedience frtom 
any People, any farther, than He is 
their Governour 

r And therefore when any fuch Go. 
vernour Ihall ceafe to govern them, 
his Right to their Obisdience muft 
ceafe too. 

And fince according to our fore- 
mentioa'd Definition (page i4.)GovernT 
ijiept is the Adminiftration of fuch 
I^aws, as the Society has devisM for 
the Security of their Rights and Pro- 
perties, it will follow. 

That a Man muft then ceafe to Go- 
vern his People^ when he either ceafes 
intirely to atl, by Death, or Rcfigna- 
tion, by Abdication or Conqueft, or 
when he ceafes to aft for the Secu- 
rity of the Rights and Properties of 
the Society he is fet over. That is, 

When he either aftually invades thp 
Rights and Properties oi the Society, 
orTays adde thofe Laws that are made 
fpr their Security. 

When therefore any Governour does 
this, *s He thereby ceales to Govern 
that People, fo that People are dif* 
charged from their Obedience to Him^ 

as 
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as thdr Governour, and the Reafba 
of their Allegiance being ceased, their 
Duty and Obligation mult likewife 
ceafe. 

This feems to be a neceflary and 
unavoidable Confequence, and this I 
take to be the Foundation of all Oaths 
to Conquerors, viz,. That their late 
Governor ceafes to govern them. 

And certainly, if ceafing to be a Go* 
vernour in the Cafe of Cgnqueft, witt 
juftify the Alienation of our Allegiance, 
where he ceafes to govern, not by any 
Aft of his own, not by voluntarily 
refufing to govern, nor by negleding 
the Rights and Welfare of his People, 
but is deprived of his Government by 
Rapine, and Violence, perhaps con- 
trary to the Inclination, and true In« 
tereft of the People, I fay, if this will 
juftify, as all allow, the Argument is 
much ftronger in the Cafe fupposM, 
where a Prince ihall voluntarily invade, 
or defignedly overturn the Rights of 
the Society. 

Unlefs any one will be fo extravagant- 
ly abfurd, as. to call that Government, 
which is contrary to the very Notion of 
Government, where infiead of ad mi* 

nillring 



hiftHhg, ahd executing Lkws, he afhi 
direftly contrary to *em, and irifteid 
kf protecting and maintaining tlie 
Rights of his People, he becomes aft 
bppreffor and Deftroyer of them, both 
Ivhich are as direftly oppofite to Gd- 
vefnment, as Light is to Darknefs, or 
Health to Sieknefs. 

But that we may make this ftiH 
clearer, let us ftaite the Argument an- 
other Way. 

t We have already provM, That everjr 
Governoiir afts by the Authority of 
God J and therefore has a Divine Rigfit 
to his Subjects Obedience (page 28, 29.) 
yet as that Right is founded upon that 
Commiflion; He can by Confcquencfc 
have no Right to Obedience, htthisc 
thart his Commiflion reaches, and theri^ 
fore where he has no Aiithbrity tb 
command, the People can be und^r no 
Obligation to obey : And if fo, 

Then fince the Welfare of Sotetety 
is the End of all Governmettt, and 
fince the Authority of Govefnm«HH arid 
thfe Obedience of Subjeifts is founded 
only on this bottom^ as they, are nes 
ccflary to that End, (ib. page^.) The 
Welfare of Society muft by Confequehcd 
be the Bounds both 01 the Subjeds 

DatY^ 
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rity, and therefore God cannot be fa^ 
pos'd ta allow any Gasternm^av to 
command, nor require any Peopfe tA 
obey, any farther than it is for tbi 
Welfare of Society. 

And as the Welfare of thfe Sdoiel^ 
confifts in tsho Security of thoiv Righsi 
and Properties, and as ch& Laws that aftf 
made for tfateir SaciKity- are fkfp^4 
to be for their Welfare, {q l&c^ df 
they arc iir Boree, fo w^h any Go* 
vernour fhall invadd tlto Righvs* of h^ 
Subje^s^ or lay a&Se thofe Law% 
whicb^ are' made^ for theft' S^urity, £i 
he afiks contrary to^ the Welfare^ of 
the^ Society, fo Hb ad^^- without Ai^- 
thofifcy, a)^ €oniini{{i!On from God^ 
and therefore can have no Righb^ td 
be* obey ?d^ t 

In . a Wordy As every Go^emouh? 
has his Comnuffion from< G^d ^^rchd 
Welfare of. his. People^ fo thtit whiciil 
glares Hint a TitU>td th&ir Obediemu^ 
gives them a Titfle to his ProEedfion. - 

And asHe who iflvades the^RigfaiA 
of tiH^ Ptkice or Gove^nour^ o^uftr 
therdliji forfeit all Qaittli to hi» FWii 
tedidn^ foiHe wh0'iav^)(ks'0^4e^<lyv 
the Rights of his Peoplii| iff the iattiH 
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lleaibn forfeits his Claim to their 
dlence. 

. The Rights of both are founded on 
the fame bottom ; The Welfare of the 
Society is the End and Reafon^ and 
Rule of both : 'Tis the very Reafbn 
of the Authority of Government, as it 
15 derivM from God, and 'tis the Rca* 
ibn of this or that Family's being ap- 
pointed to execute that Authority by 
the Society. 

^* Jnd therefore rvhen Governours dH 
<^ contrary to the Welfare^ that is, com* 
f« trary to the Laws of the Society j thef 
•* aSI contrary to the Resfbn of Govern^ 
^< ment dnd Obedience ; and that thej 
*^ jbou^d be obeyed in fuch a Cdjij is con- 
<^ trary to the Intention of God and 
** Man. 

And as no Governour, who is but 
the Adminiftrator of the Law, can 
have a Right to puniih his Subjefb 
for not doing, what by Law it was 
not the'u: Duty to do, much lefs for 
not doing, what by Law it was their 
Duty not to do, fo on the other hand, 
DO Subjed can be under any Obliga^ 
tied to fubmit to that Puniffament^ 
which the Governour had not a Legal 
Right to inQxQt. 

This 



... • ,■ '(^5.;., .,„,,,,. 

Thj^ Ar|uai?»t' contains fhe/^ehfc 
and 'Sa'bftanceQf'.wJiat is, or I think, 
.'bugliVj't:'a"6e m?anf:, .fcy that which 
is ui.Qften tal&*d of in this Dirpute, 
viz., a Prince's krenkwT^ the Qrigintl Com- 
irtBy that is, his aairig contrary to 
the Original ReaPon of Qovernitjent. 

For as the End and Reaibn for 
which ill Rulers were originally in,- 
trufled with their Power and Privi- 
leges by their rc^ftive SoeJeties, ! arid 
for which fuCh Societies but thenifelves 
tinder their feveral feipeflive Forms 
of Goverflthent, was the Security of 
theit Rights and Properties; fo who- 
Ibevet- firft took that Truft upon him, 
toolc-it.for this End and upon this Cdn- 
ditiofl. - ' and by COhfequence there is 
a "T^cit.Cofltrafl: fuppos'd in the very 
Na;ture of the Truft it felf, That upon 
hisdifchafging his Duty to them, they 
will be under fuch Obligations to him, 
becauft 'tts given by the People, ahd 
taken by the Prince for this very End 
and Reafon. And as this End is the 
Foundation of all Goverrirrierit ; fo 
whcre-ever any Governmeirt iSj this 
Tacit Contraft is nfeceflarily fuppos'd 
to go along with h, as being ftjunded 
in the very Nature of the Thitv^-. 
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And al^is Tacit Contrad is the Bond 
of Union between the Governour and 
the People^ fo when this C6ntra6b is 
broke^.the Bond of Union is broke ; 
and by Confequence the Society i$ as 
much difchargM from the Obligations 
of that Union, as if that Contrad had 
never been made. 

And as a Prince muft neceflarily be 
faid to break his ContraG:, anci bv 
Confequence dilTolve his Union witb 
his People, when he willfully and de- 
(ignedly ads contrary to the End and 
Reafon of his Truft; fo his People are 
by Confequence dilcharged from their 
Obligations to him,, and may lawfufiy 
defend themfelves againfl: him. 

And therefore in web a Cafe %is un- 
doubtedly certain, That Govern Si i ntt 
may be lawfully opposM and refifted. 

Thus far muft be true in General. 

What Re f fiance of Governour s may be 

Lmfut, 

But the (^eftioo is, what kind of 
Refiftance this muft be ^ for ibme Sort 
of Oppofitioa and Reliftaoce, «I1 Men 
allow. 



All 



tjOBlmami aay.Thina; iknlawful, either 
hf the Law^ of 6od ov : hifiF MingdoiMi 
wc a4<e obliged to difoboy/ ti^hieh isa 
kind ol^ Oppbfhioa and fteiift&ace: 

Or Qioufd a Prioce iavadc our Rigfht4 
where the Law has proif'tdzd a ^ Rei^ 
Inedy in th6 Cafe ; all Men? aiiovF> that 
it is not unlawful^ to oppofe that IcK 
taiipa in the Way of the Law, and 
to make ufeof that F^toiicdy againft 
the Princei. 

This thensfore is doc the Refiffoned 
in Difpute ; but the QuetitcMi now 19; 
what we may do^ as to a' forcible Re- 
Sdaftoe c^ htm, fo that fuppofing a 
Ffiqtje fliauld invade the R^htir of hitf 
Subie&Sy where they can have no Rie- 
ffiedy by La^w, or (hould command 
any Tlung unlawful to be done, and 
t&ake thein faffer in their Rights for 
not obeying^ihow far tli^f are oblig'd 
tofubmittothat Suffisring^ or whether 
they may op^fe and; rdift himf by 
Violence. 

Now in Anfwer to this I will cktJ^ 
iy obferire^ That if according to the* 
4tfi and f th Principles^ The Wclfai«, 
and by Cbnfequence the Rights and: 
Properties of the Society ought to be 

F 2 TSWSi^ 
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maincaiif d, then we mufl: liave ^.Right 
by the Law of Nature to all thofe 
Means, that are abfolutely necoflary to 
that End, which all Societies are ob^ 
ligM to maintain, (Principle IV.) and 
)>y Confequeikce any Sort of Refinance 
mufl: be Lawful, fa far as it is necef- 
&ry to the Security of our Rights and 
Properties, 

But then, as that only can bq faid 
to be neceflary to an End, without 
which that End cannot be attained ; 
fo that Refiftance only can be Lawful^ 
without which our Rights and Proper- 
ties cannot be fecur'd* 

When therefore any Prince invades 
the Rights of the Society, or lays a- 
fide thofe Laws, which are made for 
their Security ; and the Society has na 
imaginable Way left to maintain thofe 
Law^, and to fecure and defend thofe 
Rights, but by. open and violent Re- 
fiftaoce, that Refiftance is by Confe- 
quence heceffary, and lawful. 

But here then the Queftion will be, 
what Rights thofe are. Which be of 
fuch- Importance to the Society, as* 
that .its Welfare cannot ite fecurM 
without them.; 

; ■ • ' For 
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For we have already obferv'd in the 
Eighth Prinfciple, that the' it 'be law- 
ftfi to refift iri Cafe of Oppreffion, yet 
it is not fo in every Oppreflipn. ; 

For 'tis very certain, a Society may* 
h4ye Rights, which tho' they fhould 
be invaded, yet are not fb Effentiar 
w its Welfare, as that when 'they arc: 
loft, the Welfere of the whole* muft 
be deftroy'd. . ^ 

The Welfare of the Avhdle tonfifts 
urkloubtedly in the Welfercof its Farts^^ 
aiid. therefore the Plights of the Partis^ 
are the Rights of the whofe in fome! 
Senfe; but yet it would not be Law-! 
ful for a Society to take Arms upon a 
private Injury and Oppreflidn, even 
tho -there fhould be no oifher'Way to' 
get it red reft. 

Becaufe this may be Bone either' 
tbrd- Raflinefs or NegleOrjOr t^e Prince 
may* be miftal^eaor raifled'; or if not,' 
however the Welfare of the whole 
does not depend upon a jprivate In- 
jury, and the Prince himfelf may ne- 
verthelefs be very inteht upon the 
Welfare of the whole. 

But iuppofe the Injury he Publick 
and univerfal, and the Prinofe invades 
the Rights of the Society ih covavsvc^^^ 
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yet thcire jxq likewife fcw^ ^coof^^n 
Rights of tl)^ Society,,; Ay hich t^iv, 

that tbpir Hkppineis ihaU be Q€&voy'4i 
by the Lojls of 'em. >: ; 

Fori perhaps their jlligl^ts any- If^^ 
OQly ihva4Qd in ibme few fiagle tar! 
fiances^ ..widiw^t any' vifiJblc P,engn i^ 
fab vert tb« Cooftitutioh of the 3q<' 
ciety. 

Or^rlups it may be paly in jlpiiie 
fucbi V^K^^lf which if coaciniied, irMgbi 
ik pf daxigerQus Confequence^ afidtefad, 
^0 the Ij^Arudion of the Society^ bkff, 
ar^ no great bppre&)ii i|» tlsFfQ* 




And tj^r^£br^ in fuchQii^sit woi^4: 

riot be ^wm fife up .'aB^ipft ^ ^I'ijrc^i ■ 
biecaule the Welfare of the whole doM^ 
not require it y Nay the Welfare of the' 
Whole remii.r,es the contrary, becaii<4. 
this woi4la mi^ke all ppvemmenr pre- 
caripifs, and dfftrpy a^ P^ce and Or-; 
der in Society • 

But where the Prince or Cpverfi*^**^ 
e«€ (hall defignedly i|iu?de the RighM * 
of the Society without Redrefs, and 
by the Courfe pf his ^roceediogs 4^11 
evidently fihowi that he Intends to iiH ; 
vert the Conflitution. io that where^ 
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as cheit ar6 La#s tdtL^i. ai Rtllds foir 
ihim in the P^elei^ation dfth^i^ i^ights 
aftd Proper ties, faeili^ill not tiiafe^ tho^ 
Lff^i^s, but his ovirti Will, Ws Rule, trr 
t^i6 Aieatis of which the W^tc dt 
t^e Society will become pt^tioti^; bf 
th^ Sixth and Se^renth Pniidj^s it wiu 
b6 kwfui for th6 Sodety to relieve 
thefrifelves. 

But theft it fflluft be «Hth this Prb^ 
vifb, That the Remedy be not woHb 
t^ii the Difeafe. 

Fbr if the Methods we take to r^bt 
our felves, will in human Probabdity 
make the Society more unteipjpt, than 
our fufiering tm prefent Inj^unds from 
dte Frmce will do ; we have then a 
greater Obligation to fuffer, than re- 
ift,' and that from the very ReaiR>n of 
btff 'Rcfiftance, viz-. The Wel&re of 
■^he Society. 

And therefore fince 'tis plain to all 
Mens Obfervation, That a violent and 
tumultuary Refiftance of Princes is cont- 
monly attended with War and Delb- 
lation, Blood and Ruin, it will follow, 

That whatever we fuffer from our 
Princes, unlefs the Injury and Oppref- 
fion be of fuch great Importance to 
us, as to countervail the Hazard of 

F 4 tbftfe 



< 7^ ) 

thefe Confequences and fad EfFbds q£ 
quv Refiftance, we are.pblig'd to fuf- 
fer and fubmit to them ; becaqlb 'ci^ 
more for (he Welfare, of the Society 
fo to do, ,as 'tis bett^r^ of the Twq Eym 
to chufe the leaft. 

And thoVthey hap^fen to have th^ 
^^urtheq , cb^tiniied upon them for fome 
Time, tho'^it be ever fo long, y^t if 
Hhey jare pbligM ; to confult the .Wel- 
fare of the Spciety, they are| pblig'^ tp 
iuffer ftill, either till they h^ave a Prof- 
ped, of righting themfelves without 
|l^e Hazard of t^ofe djfmal Eflfedsc^ 
their JE^efiftanpe, qr elfe till they are 
like to bp as miferable by their Su(ki: 
jfing, as tl^ey c^n probably, be by theif 
Reuftance, ' 

And fhat a Society may certainly 
l)e in many Cafes^ but eipecialiy when 
their Religion is at Stake, the prefer- 
Ting of whiph, as it . i^ of more ^ni 
greater Confequepce, than the Lofs qf 
^11 oth^r Things befide^^ as much a^ 
.jfhe Soul is better than the Body, fo 
it wiU b?j always a .)uft Reafpn for 
Refiftance^ whatever the Society fuffer 
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But when I fpekk of Religion bere^ 
][ mud not be underfiood to fpeak. of 
the Religion of fome particH{ar Ferfqas 

For if every priya<:e Perfon bad ^ 
Power to raife an Infurredion againft 
his FriQce^ upon the Accpunt of his 
iB^eligipn, this would open a Qap;.i:o 
contiqijai Rebellipn, and therefore npiu^: 
be falfe by the Sixth and Seventh 
Principles, becaufe it would make ^1 
Government precarious^ and hazarp 
the Peace and Welfare of Society. 

And therefore it is to be obfervqd. 
That as 1 am all along fpeaking of cfaf 
Rights of the Society, fo when I fpeak 
of their Religion^ Imean, the Religion 
of the Society, that is, the nation^ 
eftablifhM Religion : And this is thea 
only faid to be at Stake, when the 
Laws that are made for the Security 
of that Religion are laid aftde, and 
jfuch Methods are vifibly taken for th^ 
introducing a contrary Religion, as are 
contrary to Law in an Arbitrary Ty^ 
rannical Way, without the Confen( 
and contrary to the Judgment of thf 

Society, ^ 

I-* • • « 
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ijcnd therefoi*' in fuch a Cafe, every 
Society has a ?b^vcr to defend thett 
Rights, which "the Pfitiee is eadeaf 
voiiring to take away, beqaufe tiMb 
Coflfequence of j&ot Riefiftiflg may tend 
ihbre to the Milcry of the Society, 
than the CdttfetjUenccs of Reflftii^ 
tin .do -f ai Much as the Lofs of Heft- 
Ven to thcmfelves or their Pofterity, 
is of more Imi^ortaiice' and Concern 
to them, thah the Loft ef all other 
Things befides. 

Ahd if fo, from hence it is plai», 
tteit the Fourtdatiott of Government, 
Obedience and. Kefiftatice ti tfhe fame ; 
Thuy ail ftind upon the. fame Foot, 
itnd are all Branches of the fame Root, 
thtol there is the fame fteafon for All, 
tii^ there is foVaity ef 'em. 

And thercftyre, if it be a Good Argu- 
ftxnt for the Divine Authority of Go* 
Vemment, as we have before fliown, 
j^Fa^e 28.) That it is a neccffary means 
itOf.the Mappinels of the Society, a ne^ 
tfetfaty Ehd abpftinted by God in the 
Vpty mtutie pF Things , it >»ill follow, 
|hat it muH bd as Good an- Argunient 
of a Divine Commiflion for Reliftance, 
when 'tis a neceffary means to the fame 
^ftd, which, as it is the only Thing 

that 
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tftaC can mike it Lawful, fb it $» ^ 
(QdIv RCde to Judge bf, when aAdlto^, 
far it may be lb. ' - "^ 

•: But who fhiW be Judge ef^ ttti^ Ke- 
cpificy is the Queftiofl, and it hi.i ai^ 
ways been, cbe great diikulty iix ih;« 
ting this Concrov^e. , ' 

' But after aH, I taJce it td b« Alibh !^ 
diffioilty) as ha« afifeti chiefly ftbvft 
t)K manAec of Stating And HandiiAg; 
this Point. ^ .7 

For^naAy who have wf<b&e t!^ this 
Subbed, have too ccMniftonl^ coiiteftte^ 
themfelves with what tbef thoBgftt' i^ 
Confucati<hi of the Dodl^ttb of N6n- 
RsTiftance in aenerftl, froth thenoe itt^ 
^-ring cbeLawfulne^ of the coMfary^ 
hut not having determiftM the. Jufl* 
Bounds, how far We are oWig'iJ'td^ 
fuflfef, before it can bt Lawful t& fte- 
fift, they hawl)eftlht Point, thejr.c6ttV 
tend for, alcojgiethe^ iifelefs, if not dan- 
gerous. " '■■ 

For tho' it be Lawful to Refift in 
Cafe of Pppmflion, yet we have fhowa 
it is not £» ii^ ev^ify O^effiofl. (Prin^ 
afk ViIL> Wid therefore ufilefs they* 
fnew us, bow fer we are to bear 
Oppreiiion^ before ii»t Rfefift, thty tpz^ 
ally do nothing to any purpofe, but oa 
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llic contrary put a Sword into Mad« 
ipea's Hands, ,and fet open a Door to 
Rebellion^ and Cbnfufion. 

They (hew us : indeed a Remedy for 
our Grievances, but 'tis; fuch a one, as 
W.e.h4d as well be witbduty as not to 
know when, and how to ufe it, with- 
9U(: the fame danger, as when we had 
it not ; And 'tjs this, that has given 
occafion^ for this puzzling : QuelHon, 
Who fliall be Judge? 
: .Whereas, as- we have here fet the 
Cale, there does not feem any room 
i^r Khis Obj^ionf 

For as we have h)ere laid down a 
Rule^ by whicli we are to meafure our 
Submiifion to Princes, every one muft 
lie a Judge pf Refiftance, fo far as he 
is a Judge of this Rule. 

And therefore flnce we have here 
fhown, that it is not Lawful to make 
Head againft pur Prince upon a private 
Injury, nor, 

^4^9 ^^^ ^. ?ublick, unlefs it be of 
dangerous Confequence to the Confli. 
tut|onj| and fuch as is notorioufly in* 
ten()fd for its Deftrudion, and fuch 
tob^ as he refufes to Redrefs, nor, 
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'^dfyy Bven then, unlefs the Damilgd 
the Society aftually does, or which H 
the fame Thing, unavoidably will fuf^ 
fer by it, if not prevented, be as great 
a Mifery to them, as the Coniequences 
of their Refinance will probably be. 

And fince this may happen in Civil 
Matters, but efpecially when Religion 
is at Stake, which it certainly is, whea 
the Laws that are made for its Secu- 
rity are laid alide, and another contra* 
sy Religion introducing, by Methods 
contrary to Law, without the Gonfent, 
and againft the Judgment of the So* 
ciety, 

1. Then, As every fenfible honeft 
Man^ who underftands the Conftitu- 
tion and Laws, is capable of Judging 
of thefe Things, that is, is capable of 
Judging when a Prince is ading con* 
trary to the Laws of the EftabliChM 
Religion, and fetting up another in its 
ftead ; 

2. And as every fenfible Man is ca« 
pable of comparing the preient Injuries 
the Society fuffers, with Blood, and 
Plunder, and all the fad Confequences: 
of Civil War j 
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^ p And>^ evftpy feafti>te Man i? <!i- 
ttaWe of Ji»dg,iag wh«th«r tli^f§ bf g 

Pp»fp§^ Qf Righting i;fe$iafclvw vitb 

9iiH: thP hazard of %b^9 M Coofil 

So every fenfible Man muft by Con- 
Jfcqueaqe be capable of Judgiag, wberi 
it: niay be lawful to R^Hft. 

But tho* every fenflW* Man may bf 
a< Compec^ot Judge in thi9 Cafe, tp thtf 

i^tisfaf^iOi^ of his own ConfcieacQ, y^n 

ta fuch » Governaieae as ours it^ 
vrhere !;he Interefts of the People are 
totrufted: jn fome particular Hands, at 
amongft us in Lords and CommoQl^ 
who have a Right in the difpofal of 
AiSJMr^ ; as th^y are therefore the Belt 
and th« Proper Judges, how far th« 
Rights of the Socii^ty ma Invaded^ 
andf what is nec§flary fo*" their S9c\jh 
tity ; fo it f^ems but qaiuraltocoaclttde^ 
vmre a Parliament cm be had, chat 
no Refiiftwice ought to b& n)ad«» kU) 

the Parliament has declared theiii yf|4 
fttfTerabli^ Grievances, a^d fougin un- 
fucce^fully for Redref^ 

And: .therefore, wliatevcr Inconvo, 
nmios» fixxmi Tvmmi Parliaments, at 

there ate but too many, yQt they ic^qt 

io 
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in this refpeft to be a partiealar PriviJ 
ledge for the Security of the CoqftitUr 
tion. For a$ the.Conflitutioa c^noc 
well he iuppofed capable of being^ver* 
turned in fo fhort an Interval, asThre* 
Years, fo in the Cafe of any Injury to 
the Society by frequent Parliameni;?^ 
we can never be without a convenient 
Opportunity, and a proper Method of 
Relief. 

But as it was not fo in former Reigns, 
fo where the Judgment of Parliamen; 
coujd not be had, every Man was theo 
to Judge for himfelf, and |o AQ- accord? 
ing to his Confcience. 

But theni as the proper Method foi^ 
Kedrefs of Grievances in a Parli^n^Q^ 
tary Monarchy, is by the way of Paf-» 
liaments; fo by Confequence, in Caio^ 
of an Injury, or Oppreflion from our 
Princes in tnofc Times, the firft Thing 
every one ought to have endeavour^a 
after^ was, the Liberty of a Parliament^ 
which if the Prince would cooient to^ 
then all other Extraordinary Method? 
wQwld be Unlawful ; For 'tis the Ne^ 
ce(Iity of Refinance that alone cao 
mak^ it Lawful. 

And a^ that can never he aneceflary 
tDfi^s tQ an End« where the End cao 
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ibc attdinM without thole Meari^, fo 
that can never be neceflary to the Se^ 
curity of the Rights arid Propertied 
of th^ Society, without which they 
inay be othcrwife fecur'd ; and by con- 
teqaence Refiftahce can neVer be faid 
to be neceflary, whene the Prince is 
billing to Redrefs the Grievance, and 
tonfent to any other reafonable means 
of their Security. 

And therefore, could it be fupposM 
that the Lords, and ComiHons could 
^fee to declard for Rfefiftance in fucK 
a Cafe, that Declaration would doubt- 
lefs be .Unlawful. 

Arid tho' they, myft be filpposM the 
beft Judges of tlie feveral Interefts of 
the Society, yet as they are but a Fart 
of the Society, we are not obligM by 
the Rules of the Corijftitution td aa 
according to their Judgment, any fair- 
ther than we our felves are fatiSffed, 
'ris Lawful, and by Confequeflce wd 
caftridt be oblig'd to Refinance by any 
Declaration they fliould make, any 
otherwife than we Our felveSr flioutd 
|udge it neceflary. 

There may be marty Cafes, \t^he.re 1 
may be obligM not to Ad without the 
Jaagment oi otters \ b\jx xVist^ caxi \at 
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HOP CaTe^ Whefe^^i can be ©blig'd to 
A(k againft my own, where the Mo* 
faKt]^iif the/Afti8W^»mdifpiite.= ^ 
^ And firtce \te iujtvt already ^ {he wn, 
that every fefffiblc:Man is capable of 
Judging, when it may be Lawful to 
Reim, and thereby 'fatisfie himfelf in 
joinirig with any Declaration x)f Parlia* 
ment, where it can be had, or in uimg 
any other Methods; he thinks to be tie- 
ceUary, where the Judgment of PkHia-^ 
tnent cannot be had, he ought not by 
Gonfequence to join with any fucii 
Judgment of Parliament, any farther 
than he is convinced within liimfelf it 
i$ a Juft and Lawful Judgment, and 
may Juftly and Lawfully be joinM 
with. 

As this is a Matter of the lafl: Im- 
^rtance, fo we ought to be very wary 
how we Aft in it, and therefore we 
ought never td venture on an Attempt 
of this Nature, ^ without being fure oi 
the Ground we go on. 

A Wife and Good Man would not 
do any Thing, that may reafonably be 
doubted, whether it be Lawful ; and 
.therefore tho' we are as ceitain, as we 
can be of any Thii^, that Rettftance ts 
Lawful^ yet we mou\d\ui ^>a.^v^s*.% 
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TAther chaoje to fuffer too fitufh^ thsf^ Rt^ 
fift too fooif. 

The utmoft degree of what is Law*^ 
ful, is the very l^ge of- Sin, add one 
would not willingly come fo near^ tis 
to rplit the Hair. 

And therefore wfaenibever we think 
it necefTary to Refift, the Necefiity of 
our Refiftance ought: to be very certain ; 
The Injury TufFerM ou^ht to be fb ve- 
ry Notorious^ that every Eye may fee 
it, and the Danger to be prevented 
ought to be fo very apparent^ that no 
reafonable Man can doubt of it. 

For this is a Remedy for the Dileafes 
of the Body Politick, like thofe, that 
are fometimes ufed for the Natural 
Body, which either Kill, or Cure ; and 
therefore we ought to be tender in the 
Ufe of 'em, unlefs it be in an evident- 
ly dangerous, and defperate Cale. 

But tho' in fuch a Cafe a People may 
have a Right to Refift, yet here a Mar 
terial Queftion will arife^ Whether a 
People may not give away their Rights, 
and by Coniequence their Right oT Re- 
fiftance ? 

For (ince^ as we have before ihowiip 
(P^g.jo^jtO evera^ one is obltg'd in 
Duty to Godto obey the Laws of the 

Society, 



the Will of God ; if the SixAety hii 
iliii0^«j£4^sol(fari)i\^ibefiftftnct^ And 
thfcredy. giffetrawajr thdr Ri^ht to it^ 
M:: fiiUft ;be ihnefore naiaWFul to Refift^ 
fo iar ks tbif b&d a Pouter to maki 
tiiat LaW^.ttBd giVe away chat Right. • 

But tfei^t thbf have net a^Fo^cr l;d 
lilibt iUch a Lav^ and give awiy th«9 
R^ht is.a^ cettain a Tifuth, as cHll 
they haVe not a Pdwtr 10 Ad ccnict-^ry 
te the Will df God. ; 

For MreHtivttaireldrnioWn (Ptigcipk 
IV.) That it is the Will of (^od) thil 
the HappinBis of Sotictf b^ m^ih^ 
tain'd, and by Confequehcti that (kcH 
Refiftaiite be made by evety Sbciety^ as 
ia thd Nature t)f Things i& abfoltitel^ 
ttcceflary to (ecure aAd niaifltaiil theif 
Hipfrinefst And Iberefbre fbr any So- 
diety to mdke a lAW againft All Reft-' 
(hiRoti abfoltttely, is to forbid That^ as 
unlawful, Wluch God has riiade M* 
ceiTory $ md tberefore to do chat, which 
tlrey have not a Power to do, becauft 
*ci9 odnttarir to the Will of God. 

It may teem ftianse w famt td ^y 
thib, which is a Dottrihe fo contrary 
tathe todimoil prejudices \ but we fed ir* 
ntiift b» fo ia the Nature ^fT^iiigs, if 

6ft "^^ 
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the Welfare jo£ Society otighfe to be 
Maintain'A ;n: ■ ; : : 

But yet it ffiay be planfibly urjzM iir 
this Cafe^ That every onriias a Power 
Xo difpofe of his own^ and if he thinks 
iit, may make himfeifia Slave ; he may 
either give away his Rights and Proper- 
ty, or he may oblige himfelf not to 
diefend 'em, v^henever they fliail be 
taken from him • And what; a Maci 
may do of himfelf he may do by and-' 
ther, that is dulv CommiflioaM to ASb 
for him ; and wnatever is fo ^done by 
another for him^ lays as great an Obli-* 
gation on him to perform i^^ as if ft 
were done in his own Perfdn. 

And therefore as in every Society, 
there is a Neceffity, that the Affairs 
of the Publick be intruded in fome 
particular Hands to Ad for the whole^ 
£b whatever thofe Perfons fo intrufted 
do for the Society, muft be underftood, 
as done by the whole, and to lay as 
great an Obligation on every Member 
of the Society, as if ic had been done 
by themfelves in Perfon; And there^ 
fgr'e if they make a Law to give away 
our Rights^ or forbid the neceffary de- 
fence of *em; every Member of the So- 
ciety is by Confequeoce ta.be fuppos*d, 

under 
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under a a^Szty Obligatioh to keep ' 
that Law/ ■ ' . ; 

But ia Anl^er to this -, Tho' it muft 
be'allowM, ias; an undoubted Truth, 
Tttit evwy one has' a Pawer to difpofe 
rf his own-Rigfits, fo far as they are^ 
his owp, conficler'd fimply, and of him-' 
felPWloheTyet- if he be confiderM Re^ 
hti^jiiy^ . as a Member of Society, 
fp ftir as thel Rights of dthen, depend 
tipon*^^ his 'dfeireiiding and maintaininjg 
his oVrf, they are not then intirelyhis 
o^tij and he has no fuch Right to 
give •cm up, but on the contrary, is 
ut^ei* an QbUgation to defend 'em, it 
beif^' the Duty of every Member of 
the Society, to do what is^. neceffary to 
the Welfare of the Society , 
' This may be illuftrat(:d by the Cafe 
of the Robber who takes away our 
Goods, tho' the Goods perhaps be fuch 
as we are. content to loftj and give up 
our Right t6, rather thin Profecute 
the Offender ; yet fo fai* as the Non- 
Profccution of the Offender, may be 
of ill Confcquehce to Society, as we ^ 
are Members of Society , and ob • 
ligM to fuppdrt the Welfare of So- 
ciety, we -ate under an Obligation in 
C&!ifcience ' 16 • Profecute, and the So- 

" ' : G 5 osx^ 
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it-ctey lias 3 Rigiit to tlia^ PtgJecutioo. ■ 
"Aad fliould an Oath be given u» ^ifl| 
to Profecwe, th^t 0?,th, waijM b? 4|/"i> 
JFiflD void, as b?ing an Oadi agsin^ ^t 
Pfior Obligattp;!, an Oath againft c^qc 
iiljE Juftipe, iifA t.her5fQrp »n ynl^vvfuf. 

An4.t>y t!)if ftms *eff9n, if ?efr: 
ftijijw be ?, r^3j p^»y anij a Rig<5i 

Vftiich in C^, of Nepfftty ^hp S«»<»» 
ty way Remand of u^ wf^fp afl Q%|i, 
Of Allegiance is given to,-§^b^s^^, In 
muft bs upclffflpwii) fti<:6.a fef"!! M 
'tis Layfvil i;Q b^ pq:for»'4 tf , »9Q, fef 
Confequ*ncs in ijl(;j^ a Jfjt^ S*tft*: 
Iftw of fuch R^e^ft^nc?, ^ ^he Soojsijfc 
Jvas » Right t(3, Qth^rwfe.it wwM M 
^n Oath to tlis Ptinc^^a dc^ wtQ^g t9' 
(lie Peopje anil tlier^ibr^ aij VJnla.wful 
Oath, snst^'.^piijetjMeiSB, .^0 ji(^H 

A(\d fa liSc'^i^ ^ W );h?.b«hsr fjit 
qf the Arguji^nt, tfr' *i *<(an ro»y 
do that by ^nftb^, wbij^ iie i)a.s ^ 
Bpwet to da p( hiflijfelg, s"b4 is ^, 
ranch obljs'd by whM i^.^, isjp^>. a* 
if it were doJ^by hinilelf, y»t,n»thi«g 
c;a be £ii<l (9 1); d^e, ^^ %|y>t|^t' 
for us, fo M, i^ l^qf^^y .wd; JRcsiw: 
t9 lay «n Clt>l,ig.%tiga qp.«s My %■- 
tUer, 
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l^fidillvui as hO'Mrho does the Thiog, 
is.9iplpower*dai]4c(Hnmifiioa'd by us $ 
PS:i$tliie Tiwug. bo does, is agreeable 
^.^^ End aog^Hf^n of that Com- 

^fJiSSm be. jetcmyM from us. 

f3<)Sbouid aa Attorney fi)r Inftance, or 
It j^Kiai'diaQ, tbat U impower'd to a6t 
la-oijuf Soead iii'lbe Security of our 
Sijg^is, glireavajr.thoie Rights he was 
,i$lipP9^^M to preierve ; it (;anoot be 
T^>: he bad a GoounlCBoa to do this, 
Qcthat thj$ c^gbt to oblige in Rea- 
i^n aJud Gpnfci^nce} wher« we have 
.Jl; ?4iver to help our felves. And for 
th(C fyosti Reafoo^ tho' in ^very So- 
ciety > the Rights of the whole are 
iuppos'd to be ioerufted in fome par- 
ticuJar Hands, yet as this is done on- 
ly ^^r Supiport of Government, the 
Bod of which is, the Welfare of So*- 
ciety in the Security of their Rights 
and FropefHes ; . it wiU follow, that 
thofe Perfons ib intruded to a6fc for 
the whole, are not to be underftood 
to have any Commiflion to do any 
Thing, that is contrary to the End 
and Realbn of their Truft and Com- 
mi0ion ; and by conioquence they muft 
be unc^rftood to have no Commiffioo, 
and thstrefore no Right to inflave the 

G 4 ^wivtv^^ 
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ScKTiety^- % civi^^ cemki9ii 

Rights kM • Tropcfrties; ^ ifr'^ fofrbiaffiiig 
us to dtfend ^em ki a^^Caife oi^Nccef 
fity, this bekig coritraiy t6 the *^ery 
End and Rea^bn o(r tf kt CoiiftMefiv 
by which they are kifipbwcfd tb^aft 
fo* the Sociiety. Thcf hafre a Fewer 
ikPdiMibiix) give Ji^f ^aAy Right^thfe 
\Alieftation OT -whicR ^i* ftbfoluiel^/ibe- 
ceffary to the Wtlfm «f the ^iiMe; 
an^ if we could lti{>p6ft^ We h^d^aiyy 
Right gfantied to iis^ of refiftkig ^r 
GovemouFs in any fech-Manfrtfr, or 
for any fuch Realbns, .as is'incoiififlerit 
with thfe Welfare of ^the whole^^ they 
have doubtlefs a Power to give it away', 
Xand if they fhould riot give it aivay, 
^twou*d be void in it Tell, as beifig in 
the Nature of Things iinlaiH^ful ; )' be- 
caufe by the Seventh •• Principle aiiy 
'Aft ion is tinlawful that is contrary 
to the Welfare of the Socfety : But to 
give away all our Rights and Proper- 
ties at once, or which is Che fame Thing, 
to forbid us the Means that arc lb 
necefTary to their Prefcrvation, that 
they cannot be fecur*d without them, 
this they have no more Power or Right 
to do, than they have a Right to au- 
thofife Thieves and Mortherers to 
^ ^ , take 
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take away our Lives or Goods, otjtA 
oblige u^noc to defend our felves:i> 
gainft them. 

^ The Cafe is the £iine both n^f^ 
Prince and People ; for as the Prioct^ 
^ho is' 'the Minifter of God for good, 
cannot be fupposM to have any Coit»- 
mi (Son from God, to ruin or defl^rof 
his People ^ fo neither can they wl^ 
^e intruiira 'with the (AiFairs of ;aoy 
^k)ciety to ^contrive and i manage fqr th^ 
'Welfare of the whofe^ be in.ReaioB 
fuppos'd to have any . Conimiilion i9 
give away their Rights or Propertioi^ 
in which their Welfare does confiit 
.(Principle V. page 7.) 

But on the contrary they are olh 
ligM in Duty to God and their Cbnair 
try, to maintain and defend their Truft^ 
and by confequence ate oblig'd to fuj^h 
Refinance, as is abfolutely neceflary 
to that End; * ..«• 

This is fo very plaiii a Ca(e^ th&C 
I dare appeal to any ones commoa 
Reafon,; tha' never la great a j&goc 
to his Nations, whether he fhould not 
think it a Tr^yte^ous and Unlawful 
Part, {hould they who are intrufted 
with the Interefls of a Society^ know- 
ingly 
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iagljr »hd viUroUy give km up ioro 
die abiblute Dt^io&l of theic Prioce : 
And if it be unlawful to give them 
mfp, it muft bit dMn their ;Duty to 
^^eftd them, and by Conjfequeoce tt 
Jru^ be equally their Dut^.todefeiui 
iHaosa hy all fUcb Ways and Means* 
fs are abfdutefy^ neceHary for their 
^Defence. ■ 

\^:>And thercforeias liaid before (page 
379. 79*) i» ail. fitch Goveromems a^ 
JOurs is, where tfie Interefts of the So- 
>dety are incrufled vrith a PadiaiQeat« 
At they are obi^M in Diity . to defeod 
%htm, fo in a regular Coarfecf Things, 
where a Free f arliamont can be bad, 
1^ ;Krft Defence of our Rights ibould 
iMgio there, and aothii^ Ibould be 
.done by others tiU they have usM 
their befl; Bbdeavoors lor Redreis. 

And if i| Brcie Parliament cannot be 
had, or if they have endeavour'd for 
Jtelief in vain, then every one muft 
jse left to his own Conifcience, to ad 
■JU he thinksi' heft fen the Welfare of 
the Seeiety, aceording to the foregoing 
illmitation& (page 76. 77.) 
i Thu&J thiiriB we have a full Re- 
• JhhitioQ ;of this Foiac, and fuch a one 

as 
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M items Jmpofilble to be ftlft^ ittaf 
f^qgoing Pnaciplca be tf oe* 
i 3\it yee l^mvoty fttiBfc^ notwjth- 

whom this Doarineof Refiftance-wW 
Qpt relifl:) by tieafoii of that impiousj^ 
and horrid Abuie of: it in th^ barbae 
vsm Mprthflri ctf Km^^ Gbdrtt^t. > '^ 
v; Aa t^re; arq/ othefs on the oth«|P 
Hand, wbaar&asmuc^ft^i^efN^'^ 
ftcfiftanoc^ lea^ it fhould 'fWike^ at th<^ 
^^volutkiii IxiBzvour 44 Kki^WfltismC 
. Whereast'tiscvidenty chefe^xtrcmes^ 
i^Qpinien cian no^et be jtfMfM^-onL 
either Hand; • * ? 

? JPqr we have already fitown, tbep# 
i& a laW'fiit RefiAanoe, tho^ it ma,y b# 
abiis'd.; andthere ib^ a >foiirRefifta<i€« 
neceiTary, tho' it be^ often iniftafcei*f 
aiid.th& liigkc'Mire baviE^ miw fet them 
both iQt wiA ]giw OS ft-^ft View (^ 
tboli Erenis^ tih^ ooe c^ Great an^ 
Qhnrioas, rtie^^her b£ Sjcaadalous^ aoi;! 
^xecrafate Wemory^ - 

■ . .. i ■ . « : ■ . . . , > 'l 

Pipfti Aecordkig to tfee Prirw* 
|)er& laid dq\Mtw . wi hag^ a- hofrid raea* 

fee 
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fet bi^oiAius :4if the deiteftable Mur- 
tner of Kmg Charles the Firft, and the 
irregular; aod unjud: Broceedings of 
t;!^ Peppte.in that unnatural Civil 

War..-.-. •^^^'^ .:. \. : ' ^ 

,iFor Firft. we have fliewn, thar a 
^W: lingk Jnftances to; the Pnejudtce 
of a Feo[^is not a fufficient Cauie* 
q(: Refiftance^ if the Prince upon the 
Bepple's putting in: a Claim to theii^ 
Rights, zfid informing him of thef 
l^rongp. is williog to redrefs the Injury:^ 
and if be flbouM^npt be willing to do this. 
/: SQCOodlyi .WcL have fliown (pa 
70.71.) That even then it will not 
]^«rfu| to r^(ift; unlefs. the Injury be 
% ^rjBa)»r:Mifery to the Society, than 
^ Coniequence :of Refift^nce is like 
tOiibe. And if. ib^ 

\ Then nothing can juftify that Civil 
yfzVf Fojr nho it miift be confefs'd, 
dijat fom^ irregular Adions were done^ 
by the King, yet it muft be confefsM 
too on the other Hand, that they were 
fuch, as he was advis'd were Lawful 
to be done, and fuch as when ^ done, 
were no great Oppreflion in themfelves. 

■^ And as for the bad Confeqliences 
of iiis Proceedings ia thofe particulars,' 

when 
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wh^ his Peo[^e expr€&M their Ua- 
ealidefs at them, and put in a Claim to 
theiV Rights in Parliament, be was not 
only willing to redrefi their prefent 
Grievance^ biit to comply widi any 
M&ans, that could be thought^reafinb 
able td prevent any future . Inconve- 
nience : And this he did in lb fiiU a 
maimer, that even the then pretended 
Parliament themfelves voted his. Coa« 
ceilions fatisfaOiory. . .: - 

And when he had dofie.thisy as Re^ 
fiftance could be no longer jieceflary, 
fo it could by Cbnlequence benoloa* 
ger Lawful. 

And therefore to proceed in the 
Manner they did, muft be Rebellion 
in the higheft Degree, or elfe there 
could be no fuch Ihing in. Nature. 

But granting he had made no Sa« 
tisfadion to his People, nor^ given any 
new Security for their Rights and 
Properties, nay fuppofing he had con* 
tinued to opprefs them, yet w€ have 
further Ihown,; that in iuch a Caie» 
the King only forfeits his Right, aod 
ceafes to Govern his People^ and by 
Confequence can forfeit ho more than 
his Government. 
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lb thdy^ may , t^Fufe hW thcif Ob^r 
^kncci bat this does a<>t: givd tftcdi 
my Power avft his Ferfon; 
' And therefore for chsnl td (luc Jbim 
to Deaths eirati tbd' they had been tfat 
wimlo Body of the Feopk^ .but mUcjh 
ln(m fat afc W (Arci^uli^ f ferfons Co doiti 
ftad thoit txKicdQtriry tothe gtoeralSfaft 
of tho Pbdple, mu(t be Murther lA die 
higheft Degree^ or cheAs odn bd no 
Mh Thidg in Nature. 

This is not only true ftdin the Pdtl^ 
fiiples laid down | but it is aifo fevi^ 
dent^ even from our IsanloUs M^mi 
Cbt^ru^ fo often (quoted to juftify Re- 
fiftance ; even this pats the Perwa of 
the King out of the Ptoples PoVveri 
even whiift it gives thefti a Powet to 
diftrefs him irl his Caftles^ or ufe any 
Other Means for their Security ; and 
fure if thil be of any Auttiority, tho 
King bis as much Right to the fi6» 
nelie of it on his Part, as the People 
can pretend on theirs ; and if it gives 
ttfem a Pdviiedge to fecUre thoif own 
Kights^ ib it gives him a Right td bo 
ikured in bis Peribo. 
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So chaC this ikiuft be a horrid And 
detedabte Wickedbefs^ if Murther ami 
Rebdilioa (|e fo: 

And therefore they who preteitd CO 
juftify this Fad, muft be Men of bar- 
barous and cruel Minds^ and governed 
more by their Paflions than their Con- 
iciences. 

If fuch Principled and fuch Pmfkicftfe 
upon fuch Pretences were to be ai- 
lowed^ they would make the Rights 
of I^inces and the Peace of Society^ 
the moft precarious Thing that cait 
be^ and lay us open to the Infults of 
jovery MaffineSo^ who has but Impm 
dence enough to charge the GoUMi« 
ment with Popery of i Tyranny, or be- 
ing in a French or Dutch Intereft, and 

cunning enough to time it v/ith fbme 
Popular Difcontent* 

And therefore as by the Sixth Priii^ 
ciplb already laid down, tbcfe No^ 
tions muft neceffarily be falfe> and 
fuch Fa£^&^ unlawful ; fo they ought 
to be abhorrM and difcouragji'd by c^, 
very wife and good Man, who haJt 
sny Regard to his Duty or Intere^ 
tx> tfae Societies Peace, or his owa 
Safety: 

• 



' Biit tho' bttf Notiorts bf (jbVc^ri- 
Inent do thus evidently demonftrate 
the Unlawfulnefs of thofe ^radices in 
the late Civil Wjfs, yet they do; 
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The Revolution ^ufiified^ 






Secondly, As fairly juftify the late 
devolution. 

- For if it be Lawful to oppofe a 
jPrince, and withdraw our Obedience^ 
ILS we have (hown, (p^ge 71*) when 
be either invades the R^hts of the 
Sbcieey, or lays afide thofe Laws that 
are made for their Security, and «yk 
f#i0f*when our Religion is at Stake. 
.And if our Rights and Religion 
were at Stake, when we faw all our 
Mounds pulPddown, and our Inclo* 
fure laid open, and a contrary Reli* 
gion ietting up amongft us >, when a 
difpenfing Power was niaintainM to 
void all the Laws that were made 
for our Security, and fuch Ferfons: put 
intoPkges of Truft, as our Laws for- 
bad to be. intruded ; When our Pro*- 
Iperties were toJbe held at the Will 
of the King^ who evidently fhew'd; 
it fhould be no longer than he. ibo'uld 

find 



find it fdr his purpofe not td deftroy 
ttierri. 

if our Rights and Religidri were it 
Stake, when Popery was planting it 
felf in our Univerfities, and the Mem* 
bers deprivM of their Legal Proper- 
ties contrary to LatP^ for riot doing 
that, which was contrary t^heir Odths^ 
to make room for Papifts unqualified 
by Lm, and all this with i High Hand 
by the bare Authority of the King, 
only becaufe he Would and for this 
End only, as was notorioufly evident, 
tha^ he might corrupt the Fountain, 
from whence pur Religion is to be 
fiouriOiM and fupported, and the l6w- 
fcr Streams to be fuppflicd. 

If ouf Rights arid Religion were at 
Stake, when under theTe^OppreffionS, 
the injurM Subje6is put in their Clairti 
to their Rights by humble and obe- 
dient Petitions, which was the only 
Method inf their Power, becaufe a Free 
Parliament could not be had, but all 
without any Redrefs oi: Profpett of 
it ; nay with an AfTurance of the con- 
trary from the King himfelf, who, 

H tho' 
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tho' they eadeavour'd to eoavince 
of his Error, that he was acting con- 
trary to Law, yet nevcrthelels de- 
clared, he would be Obey'd. 

And when all thefe Proceedings were 
fupported by the Power of a (landing 
Army, without the Confent, and con- 
trary to the Judgment of the Parlia- 
ment, and fome Part of that Army 
commanded by Fopifh Oificers^ and a 
great Part of it made up of Irifh Fa- 
pifts, who were by Intereft and Prin- 
ciple engaged to deftroy, both our Pro- 
perties and Religion. 

If our Rights and Religion were at 
Stake in thefe Cafes, as no reafonabic 
Man can, and I believe no unpreju- 
diced Man will, and Vm ftire ia thofe 
Times no fenQble Man did queftion, 
but on the contrary, the Circumflao- 
C6S were fo notorious, and the Dan- 
ger fo apparent, not from one or two 
lingle Inftances, but from a continued 
Scries of Adions, thiit every Heart 
was fiird with Fears, and Complunts 
weie he^d in every Mouth, Then 
cor^inly we had, or there caa be no 

fuch 
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fach Thing, as a juff.and lawful Caufe 
of SJefiftanCtf. And if it Was jaft to 
jfoceerfthus* fki*, donfidering the Princo 
W«- harf to d{J Wiirhi^ ^''^s not only 
inflexibly bigotfed* to Popery, and fe- 
folutely bent upon the Ruin both of 
our Religion and* Cdnftitution, but; 
owy whb could be bound by no Ties 
of Cdnfcience, as Being regardlefs both 
of his Ptom'iffis ailrf Oaths, and there- 
fore cduld neither with Safety rior Pru* 
dfenCe' be confided in ; it iriuft thcre- 
ftite be neceffary in the Nature of 
things, and' by Gonfeqyence be juft 
a"nd lawful, if tli€f Welfare of the So- 
ciety ought to be fupported in the 
Security of their Rights an<f Proper, 
ties, to feek out fome other Methods 
to fecure thenv by : And iince they 
who were then intruded with the 
Rights of the Society, and were the 
titoper and only' Judges of what was 
Beft for the Society, eftabliOi'd the 
CrOWti upon a Proteftaht Prince, as 
tiie bed:, and as it was apparently the 
oilly \fay tofecure the Rights and Re- 
ligion of Frotellants, againft the like 
Attempts and Hazards for the future ; 
it muii by Coareqiience be the Duty, 

Ha as 
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as well as ^is the Intcreft of every 
Member of the Society to fubmit to 
it. (Con I. page 30.) had it flood upoa 
no other Foot but this. 

But the Right and Title of his pre- 
ient Majefty, does not depend upon 
this alone : He Injoys his Crown by an 
Hereditary Right aevolv'd upon Him 
from the Princefs Sophia. And this 
Right was fettled and confirmM to 
Her, by all that Legal Power and Au- 
thority, thit can give any Right in 
any Society, that is, by the Power of 
the Crown, and Parliament, with 
whom all the Rights of our Society 
are LodgM. 

So that if His prefent Majefly ha$ 
not a Right to Govern us, it muft be 
cither upon this account, that the 
Crown and Parliament, have not any 
Right to determine the Succeffion of 
the Governitient, or elfe that the Sue* 
ceffion has not been Legally fettled by 
a Lawful King and Parliament. 

This is the Hinge of the whole Di- 
fpute J And as to the firft of thefe, It 

is 
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is very certain, that as the Right of 
Governing any Society is the Ordinance 
of Men, and therefore may be deter* 
min^d and fettled by Men, fo every 
Society muft have a General Right ta 
it, according as is beft for their own 
Welfare, CPage 4jr) And as we have 
this Right in common with other Socie- 
tieS) /rom the Nature and Reafon of 
Things, fo we have it likewife by our 
particular Conftitution , as being a 
Right declar'd by Law, to be Inherent 
in. the: Crown and Parliament. So that 
whatfoever is fo done by the Crowa 
and Parliament, they have a Natural 
and jLegal Right to do, and as the In- 
terefts of the Society is LodgM in them, 
the Society muft be determined by 'em ; 
And (ince this is the Foundation of our 
prefent Settlement, and the King fuc- 
ceeds to the Throne by this, as He 
n;iuft have a Legal Right to (Jovern, 
we muft be obliged in Duty, to Obey. 

The only remaining Difficulty is, 
Whether this Settki'ment was Legs^Uy 
made by a Lawful King ^nd Farlia- 
meat ? 

H J Now 



f JO* ) 

r 

Now as to tilts Obfei^«o, k mvLj 
be Aafwer'd, That, tbo' this Settle- 
i^ent was made ifi the Reigaof ICifi|; 
William^ who had not a Heguiar Here- 
ditary Right, yet if tfee. Hev^hjtion 
was, as we have pi^M it Lawful, as 
bdUag a meceflacy^ aod therefore I^w- 
fill Means (or tte AttaiiHnefit o£ % 
Lawful End, Hecmift therefore be st 
Lawful and Rigbtfyl King ; And by 
Confe|U€iioe muft have a Power aad 
Right to do, wbslt aay other I^twl^d 
Kiflg couid do : ^ 

4Sut when we confider ferther^ That 
by the Law aiid Conftkution of our 
Kingdom, the Authority of die King 
ift Foffcflioft is allowM, however fie 
came hy that YoSktvo^^ and that Alt 
A^s of Farttament eaft by Hitn, are 
equally *o tie Obey 'cC ««-of equal Force 
with their«, whofe Tkles were Indi- 
fputable, ( as Dr. Higden has denio/i* 
ftrated) oien ttiis A<(ft of Parliamenc 
for tlje Settlement of the Crown^ timft 
be as Valid and Oblong as any odier 
Aft of any other King and Parliament 
could bc;^ that is, it oiuft give the King 

as 
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as Good a Title to the Civdwo, ItiRl 
make it as much the Peoples Duty to 
Obey/is any other Ad of Parliamefit 
could do. 

But here we may ftill confider fur- 
ther. That this Settlement was not on* 
ly made by King tVilliam^ but Was af- 
tcrwards confirmM by the Authority 
of Queen A^m^ whofe Right and Title 
every one allowM, even they who re* 
fufe Allegiance to the King : And if 
ihe had a Right, a6 undoubtedly fhb 
lud, then (he had a Right to do in Her 
Reign, what the Crown had a Right 
to do in any Reign, and fince (he^ an 
Uiidoubtedly Lawful Queen, has coa- 
firm'd the SuccejOTion in the Proteftant 
Line, by the Concurrence of an un- 
doubtedly Lawful Parliament, (which 
they had an Inherent Right to do) it 
will follow, that His piefent Majeftjr 
had as juft a Right to the Succeffiori, 
and has now as juft a Claim to our Al- 
legiance, as Reafon, and Law can give 
Him. 

And as the fame Power thikt could 
and did fettle it thus, could and did 

H 4 adually 
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;a9:ually Exclude all others, and there- 
fore hath not only given Him a Right, 
:but has by Corifequence given Him the 
only Right ; lb it is the Duty of every 
Subjeft not only to receive Him for 
their Prince, but for their only Right- 
ful and Lawful Prince, againft all other 
Pretenders whatfoever. 

V 

CproUarj/y or Inference IV. 

Laftly, If all the Principles wc have 
laid down, and the Reafbnings there- 
upon be True, from hence we are 
Taught the Obligations, that Gover- 
nors and Subjeds have upon *em, and 
the Duties that are feverally requirM 
of 'em, in Order to an Happy Govern- 
ment. 

• ■ « 

For if the End of all Government 
be the Welfare of Society, then He on- 
jy can be a Good Governor, and they 
only Good Subjefts, who confult the 
Publick Good in their feveral Capaci- 
ties ; The Prince the Welfare of- His 
SubjeSs, and the Subjefts the Welfare 
bf their Prince. 

And 
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And as the Publick Welfare confifts 
in the Security of the Society in their 
Rights and Properties; fo it is nqtonly 
the Duty but the Intereft of a PrincCt 
to maintain the Rights of His People, 
jind the People to iuppQrt tlje Right? 
pf the Prince. 

And as the Laws of the Society arc 
the Rules of the feveral Rigl^ts af the 
Society, fo thofe feveral Rights canrKa: 
be fecur'd, unlefs thofe Laws be the 
Rule of their feveral Aftions ; that is, 
unlefs the People obferve every Thing 
that the Laws require, and the Prince 
command nothing but what the La^s 
allow. 

And as Laws are not only inadc, ais 
Rules, but as a common Security to 
the Rights of the Society, fo the com- 
mon Security muft neceflarily confift in 
.the pundual Execution of the Laws, 
and fo far as the Society are wanting 
in this refpeft, that is, fo far as the 
Prince (hail pretend to difpenfc with 
them, and the People be carelefs in the 
Execution of 'em, fo far they are de- 

fedive 
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feftive in their Duty, and wanting to 
tte Common Good and Security. 

For as the Prince and People are but 
One Society, unitod together for the 
iWelfare of the whole, they muft have 
a Right to each others Duty, as neceffa- 
ry to the Common Good) and by Con- 
lequence fo far as either Part, that is, 
either Prince, or People are wanting in 
their rcfpQ^live Duties to each other, 
^ far they are wanting to the Com- 
mon Good, which God has oblig'd them 
to Confult. 

And therefore thofe Peribns, who 
Ihall contribute towards this, by Mag- 
nifying the Prerogative of the Crowa 
fo far, as to opprefs and deftroy the 
Rights of the People, or under a pre- 
sence of maintaining the Rights of the 
People^ fhall leflen the Security of the 
Crown, are equally Enemies to the 
Commoo Good, and equally Faife to 
God and their Country. 

Thus we have gone thro' the EfTen- 
tials of Government, relating both to 
the Govern ftSnt and Subjeds, and 

fbown 
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ftoMrnthe ObligatioQ they have tooiie* 
another ; By the fame Principles We 
may be able to Model our Notions of 
the feveral Form? of it, and it parti- 
cularly (how^ us in the firft Platp, 
how fer any Form of Government mzf 
be altered. 

CoroSarj V. 

Hew fttr mrf form t>f Govtrtmnnt may 

be Altered. 

We have already (hown, that every 
Society has an Inherent Right, to pat 
thcmfelves «nder any Form of Goirern- 
ment that is abfoltitely neceffary to 
ttteif owii Welfare, according to their 
feveral Circumftanccs J and as all Forms 
of Government were Origmally the Or- 
dinances of Men, fo they are by Con* 
fequeace alterable by Men, and there- 
fore there can be no fuch Right of Go* 
verning m any Perfon or Family, as'is 
pTOperiy, and in its own Nature Itidc-^ 
fenfible : Bat then, tho' all Forms qf 
Government were the Ordinances of 
Men, yet as they were OrdainM for the 
Welfaxe of Society, fo'ferj and no far- 
ther 
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Ih^r ought they to ^e alterM, than the 
Welfare of the Society requires the Al- 
teration. 

And fince the Welfare of the Society 
confifts a^ we have fhown in the Secu- 
rity of the Rights and Properties of the 
Society, that Form of Government on* 
ly can be faid tq-reqijire an Alteration, 
under which the6.ights and Properties 
of the Society cannpt be fccur'd ; . 

And as they who are intruded with 
the Intel elts, and imploy'd to A£t for 
the Welfare of the Society, are the on- 
ly proper Judges of its Welfare, fo by 
Cbnfequence they arp not only the pro. 
per Judges, when, and what Altera- 
tions fhall be made, but they are the 
only Perfoiis, that can make 'em. And 
therefore in any particular Conftitution, 
iuppofe this of our$ in this Kingdom, 
where the Interefts of the Society arc 
puit into the Hands and left to the dif- 
pofal of the Crown, and Parliament, 
tho' this Form of Government was 
Originally the Ordinance of the Society, 
and is therefore Alterable by the Socie- 
ty, yet it is not to be done by any 

other 



other Perfons, nor.^any other Man- 
ner, than by the Concurrence of the 
Crown and Parliament. The Cro\ird 
cannot do it without the Parliament, 
nor the Parliament without the Crown. 
For thb' we fuppofe the Rights of 
Princes are intirely owing to the Peo* 
pie, and tho* the People had a Powct 
Originally in themfelves, not to have 
United under that Form, yet after they 
have confented and ftibmitted to ir, 
the Power they had once, is given 
away, fo long as that Union contmues, 
and the Power and Prerogative they 
have given their Prince, are as much 
His Right, whilft He docs the Duty of 
their Prince, as the Priviledges they re- 
ferve to themfelves are Theirs. 

And therefore as He cannbt Lavir. 
fully invade their Priviledges without 
Tyranny and Oppreflion, fo neither 
can they Lawfully refift His Fowcr^ 
nor Intrench on His Prerogative with^ 
out Treafon and Rebellion. 

And by Confequence in fuch a Cafe, 
no Alteration can be made by either, 
without the mutual confent of Both. 

This 
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This muft neceflarily 6e True^ t 
ky, fo long as dus UaioQ* and Conlti- 
tution continues : 

But (hould this Union and ConfHttt- 
ition expire of it felf, or be any others 
wife broken and diflblv'd, by which 
the People are diicharg'd from their 
Obligations to their Prince^ and are by 
Confequence reduced to the State they 
were in, before that Union and Confli- 
mtion was made, as they hav^e thea 
the fame Natural Right to fettle them- 
&lves again, either in the fame, or any 
other Form, as if they had never been 
iettled before ^ fo whatever the Peribns 
in that Cafe do, who are intruded with 
the Interefts of the Society^ every Mem- 
ber of the Society is obligM to fubmit 
to. 

But here then the Quedion will be, 
How this Union and Conftitution can 
Expire of it felf, or can be fo broken 
and difTolvM, as to put the Society in-* 
to fuch a State, as if that Union and 
Conftitution had never been mado. 

Now 
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Now this may be £rfl upon a Sup^ 
pofitiofl that the Royal Family, by 
whom the Society has agreed to be Go- 
vernM in Succeflion, is fcxtinft, and (b 
no Ferfon has any Legal Claim to Go- 
vern them ; In fuch a Cafe the Society 
may put themfelves under any other 
Perfons, or any other Form, becaufc 
the former Conftkution is £xpir'd: 
Or, 

2dly^ The Union and Conftitutioii 
may be diffolv'd, when the Prince will 
not fubmit to the Terms and Conditio 
ens. of the Conllitution, nor perform 
theContra£t by which they are United: 
For as the End and Reafon of Govern* 
raent is the Welfare of Society in the 
Security of their Rights and Proper 
ties, fo tiie different Forms and Conili- 
tutions are only feveral Means to tha 
End: 



And therefore when a Prince 
upon Him the Government of a Peo- 
ple, it is in the Nature of the Thing 
fupposM, and He does thereby Virtu- 
ally Coittra^ and Agree^ not only to 

GoaGilt 
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Confult the Welfare of that People 
but to do it in that way^ that rhey 
have Appointed : So that ibr Inftance in 
iuch a Government as oirrs, where we 
have not only our particular Rights and 
Properties, affur'd to us by Law, but 
alfo fuch a certain Form and Conftitu- 
tion^ where no Rights can be Alien'd, 
nor Laws be made, but by the Advice 
and Confent of Parliament, it is in 
the Nature of the Thing fuppos'd, and 
He who takes upon Him thisGovern- 
jnentjdoes thereby tacitly Contraft,that 
Jle will not only preferve oor Rights 
and Properties, but that He will Go- 
vern in this way, and according to the 
JMethods of this Conftitution. 

And therefore when a King fhafl 
invade our Rights and Properties, and 
willfully and defignedly take them 
from us, and thereby deftroy the ve- 
ry End and Reafon of his Autliority, 
or when he will not govern us by Law, 
nor with the Advice and Confent of 
Parliament ; he overturns the Society 
and diffolves the Conftitution, the 
Bond and Union between him and 
the Society, by which alone he be- 

comesf 



iconics^ ctMr Head/ and ' ttiey become 
.Jiis. People :Aad if after due Applica* 
-tiona and proper Methods^ fuch as 
are prtfcrib'd before ; ^He perfifts 
in this Injuiy without Redrefs, the 
^People are as much difcharg'd from 
him, as if be had never been their 
He^d; and by Confpquence may law- 
fully confult their owii Welfare in any 
other Way^ that is neoeffary to that 
End^ as it that Conftitution had never 
been made. And whatever they do 
in fiich. a Cafe, who are then intru* 
Xted With the Interefts of the: Society^ 
to ad in that Jundure for the Wel- 
fare of the whole^ tis the Duty of the 
whole to fjuibmit'>to ; becaufe they are 
in that Cafe the higher Powers, and 
indeed for that Time the whole Power ; 
which Power is agreed on all Hands, 
ftis abfoluteiy unlawful to reiift or dii^ 
obey, either by oppofing what they 
have a Right to do, or by refufing 
what they have a Right to impofe. 

This gives us a R^hc Notion of Re- 
volutions in Government, and as it 
fliows us how. far Revolutions aizy be 
XAwfuly fo it teadies us how thef are 
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to be regularly managed, aod by vfaac 
Method they ought to be coctfiriaJd^ 
which is hot, we fee ;bjr Populai? Tii- 
xnults, or by any domeftick Military 
Force, impdfiag fuch a Change tipon 
us, bec^ufe they have ftrenffth eh^ueh 
to do it, but it ought .1:6 &.doi)e Bjr 
the whole Society, that is, by theCdfl- 
fent and Approbatioa iif: iuch Fer(bfis, 
with whom the Interefls of the Socie- 
ty are intrufted. 






Indeed in the Cafe of a Revohltioii 
brought about by thd Gbnqueft hi a 
Forretgn Force, whcar^ we' are: put; un^ 
der a Neceffity of iiibtohvAg to the 
Conqueror in fuch ai way,! and upoa 
fuch Terms as He ihaU impdie^ tiere no 
certain Rules can be prcfedb'd, as bc> 
ing an extraordinay Qde j Onlvinee^ 
nerai it may be (aid, tfaa^t as tfce oiuy 
Juft Foundation qf fubmittkig| taOoiv 
querors, is, the Neccflityi^t t^tbe 
Welfare of the Society, fe i;hcy,:wli» 
undertake to fettle that Submiffion, 
ought to get the bdft Terms ihei^ :;can 
for the Society V that i^ not < ooiys tot 
themfeives, but for the !V\%)fejr flovthis 
ought t!o lie the End of 4VQry ftcpi they 

take 



, Bui In .thelCatiir Iftfore Us^- wef ^ve 
iup^d a Rdtidlariortito a^fl& i^eM the( 
Natural diflblution of the CorfftittttkMr, 
by which» tho' the Society have an In- 
herent Right,.itg puf ihcmfelves under 
any other Form, and make what Alte- 
rati«(iK th6f thkik lit) yetMt eamiot be 
Wgularly faid to be done by the Sociq^ 
tff ^BflfiQf it\ ^ dofi^ hf fach Perfons 
Of^jti a§^r« %ppoi|»ted by the Society* 
§^xh^^ ^wgO&irbf whieh it m^y ap^ 

pW>tp b« tbc A^flf tlw Society^ and 
It c^miot bej^J#.^fijHy done fey them, 
^.^9^y fif^^ £fl<t/ or ufKn >ny otbet" 
Reafon, than as it i^ Aecefi^cy. for tha 
Welfare of the Whole. 

^ ;JUid flii&g»ve^ w?occa{]0ftito rt^61 
"With Piea&Tci: qfpbte the kind Provii 
dence'^of God, in our iatc ife volution^ 
by which, He not only delivered us^ 
and ; our Poft^it]^,: from tM^ a^fent 
Itv^ of oiiF \a\^w^ and Ke%toii, bu^ 
a^b-gave us ar hapj^y opporeutut^, of 
doias it by the ; CoQcurrOflco o^* th^ 

w|io& Society^/ i(l^ a rdguiacvCdii^^^ 
,0 I' 2 on 



on of Lords and Commons ; And by 
tUs Means, having left no room for 
reafonable Men to objefit againft the 
Thing, or the manner of i^ He has 
provided both for our (^ty, and our 
fatisfadion. 

CdroSdry VX 
Whdt Form of Government is befi. 



ff I 



From the Principles of Government 
before laid down, as we have ref(fl- 
ved the former Pdnt, how far any 
Form of Government may be altered; 
fo here we may be inftruded in that 
Famous Qpeftion, Wlmt Form of Go^ 
vernment is beft? 

« 

This is a frequent Queftion in the 
Schools ; but 'tis much more fo among 
Politicians, and of fatal Confequence 
to many Societies. 

Amongft us in Engtandf hi& a kind 
of Hereiy in Politicks, not to gJLVC 
the Preference to Monarchy ; And in- 
deed, as Monarchy is the moft Anti* 
ent and Uoiverial, fo oqe would be 

apt 
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SLpt to conclujde it the mod; naturai 
and therefore the moft eligible Form t 

• • • 

And of all Forms of Monarchy, the 
Abfolute would probably be beft, coi^ld 
we fuppofe our Princes would be al- 
ways Wife and Good ; could we be al- 
ways fure of Perfons, whofe intire 
Aim would be the Welfare of their 
People, and whofe Prudence would 
always dired them for the befl ; and 
cou'd we be fure, they would be al- . 
ways in wife and good Hands^ an ab- 
folute Form of Monarchy would feeih 
beft fitted, to anfwer all the Occalions 
of the Publick. 

But confidering the Infirmity and 
Corruption of human Nature, it can* 
not be expeded, but that we mufl 
fometimes fall into the Hands of weak 
or wicked Princes, or that good and 
wife Princes may fometimes fall into 
the Hands of wicked and defigning 
Councellors: And therefore fince we 
can never hope, but fuch an abfolute 
Dominion n^uft fome Time or other 
degenerate into Tyranny and Opprel^ 
fion 5 this muft be a falfe Notion of 

I 3 Govern- 



ftruaioaottne Eni^ ^YJSpy^t^tnd^ 

And flnce we hay^ ^k^ftdy fl|Owni 
that Government i$ ofAy i Means to 
aa/ End, which End is the Welfare 
of Society, in the Seciidty of their 
Rights and Properties ; it Monarchy 
be the heft Form of Ck)verni|ipiU, That 
by Cdnfequence muft he the beft Form 
of Monarchy, where the Rights aa4 
Properties of the Society are beft fe- 
curd ; And as the Rights of any So- 
ciety are moft Hkely to be heft &ciir'd^ 
where nothing can be done in Rela* 
tion to their Rights, without the Ad* 
vice and Confcnt of all Parties con* 
cern'd, and where every Eftate aad 
Condition of Men in the Society have 
a Share in the Difpofai of the Af- 
fairs of the Society ; fo that Form of 
Monarchy muft by Confecjuence he 
beft, which is eftablilh'd upon thi^ 
Foundation, which we call a limited 
mixc Monarchy. 

But however perfeft and natur^i a 
Form of Government Monarchy of 
any kind may be, yet it can only be 

raid 
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laid to be generally beft^ but not ab- 
folutely and univerfally fo : For if the 
different Forms of Government arofe, 
as we have fupposM, from the diffe- 
rent Circumftances^ and Interefts of 
people^ it will follow^ That the Good* 
ne& Off anv Form can only be mea* 
fiirM by tne pa^rticular Circumftances 
and Interefts of the People, that are 
Subje6l to it: And as the Interefts of 
People vary with their Circumftances, 
£> the Forms of Government may be 
various, and yet each be bed: in its 
proper Place, and by Confequence one 
Form of frovernmeot may be beft for 
this People, another for that ; But yet 
what particular Form would be bed 
for any particular People, would be a 
very hard Matter to diftinguifh nicely, 
were we now to form a new Society 
in a wild and uncivilized Country. 

For to judge of this exa6lly, it 
would be necefTary perfcftly to un- 
derftand the Nature and Situation of 
the Place, the Temper and Circum- 
ftances of the People, the Manner of 
their Subliftance within themfelves, 

I 4 anil 



and their Relation to and l>epeBdaki(N^^ 
upon others ; 

And yet after all, when we perfeEtly 
underftand this, whether there be any 
particular Form of Governrqient to ne« 
neffary to the Welfare of any Ftople^^ 
as that they would not be able te 
fubfift under any other, 'tis very hard 
to fay. 

Tho' by a long Obfervation of the 
United Provinces, Politicians tell us, it 
is fo with them ; and that no other 
Government but that they live undefi, 
could poflibly be maintained amongfl: 
them ; yet as Monarchy leems to be 
the moil perfed, and the nioft natu* 
ral Form, fo we may reafonably think^ 
that generally fpeaking, that Form of 
Monarchy, which is already fhown to 
^ beft in its own Nature, would be 
generally beft for any People, 

And where they have varied from 
it at any Time, as far as I can find, 
it has not arifen from any Inconii- 
Itency there is in Monarchy, as fuch, 
to the Interefts of thofe Societies that 
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arc otherwlfe modcird ; but only from 
ibme accideatal Cirumftances relating 
to the then prefent Time and Places 
or the then prefent Temper of the Peo^ 
pie when thofe Societies were formed. ; 

And therefore in the firft Formation 
of a Society, the particular Occafions 
that then offer themfelves feem to be 
the Rule, and the only Rule for the 
firft Formation of the Model of their 
Government. But when a Society is 
already form'd^ and a Model of Go* 
vernment has been long eftabliih'd, 
the only Rule of judging in this Cafe^ 
is the Welfare of the Society under 
it : And as the Welfare of the Society 
does not confift in the Largenefs and 
Bxtent of their Dominions, much lefs 
in the Grandeur and Flutter of their 
Princes, but in the Enjoyment of their 
Rights and Properties^ fo when any 
Government has been long continued, 
and the People live eafily and comfor- 
tably under it, and have a Profped of 
continuing fb, and for that Reafoa 
may be thought to like it beft. That 
Government no doubt is beft for that 
People : 



And if fo, then fincj© the Govern- 
ment of EngUf^i is iK>t) only a Mo- 
narchy, and fuch a kind'ofMonarchjr^ 
as is beft ia its. felf, as beittg limited 
and mixt, where every State and Con- 
dition of Men in the Society^ have 
a Share in the Difpofal. of their 
Rights and Properties, but alfo fuch a 
Monarchy, as we have lived for many 
Ages eafily and comfortably under, 
and have a Profped of continuing fi) 
for ever ; and therefore fuch a Mo- 
narchy as we univerfally like; it will 
follow, from hence by an unavoidable 
Confequence, That this Form of Go* 
vernment is bed for EngUnA. 

And by Confequence it mud be a 
fianding Maxim of EngliOi .Politicks, 
That this Form of Government ought 
to be maintain^, that is^ it ought to 
b^ matnuinM, as it is eftablimM in 
EfigUnd^ and therefore not only as a 
Monarchy, or Kingly Government in 
pne Perfon ; but alfo fuch a Sort of. 
Kingly Government, as ishmitedand 
mixt, where no Laws can be made 
by th^ Kinff^ but by the Concurrence 

of 



of the People, that is, by the Advice 
and Confent of Parliament. 

And as this is already provM to be 
)Ehe befl: Form of Government upon 
this Coofideration, That- in it every 
State and Condition of Men in the 
Society, have a Share in the Difpofal 
of their feveral Rights : And as there 
are different Eftates and Conditions oF 
Men amongft us, confider'd either as 
Clergy, or Laity, having not only dif- 
ferent and diftind Rights upon this 
Account, but alfo as they are diftin* 
guiib'd into Lords and Commons. 

And as the Parliament is made up 
pf all thefe, fo it will follow, That if 
the Monarchy ought to be maintain^ 
under the Parliamentary Limitation 
eftablilh'd in EnglAni \ it ought to be 
fo, as that each of thefe different Con- 
ditions of Men, confider'd as Lords 
and Gomcnons, and Clergy, may enjoy 
their Fefpeflkive Parliamentary Rights 
and Privileges, fo as each to have a 
Share in tlie Diipofal of Affairs. 
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This is the Conftitution of the Mo^ 
narchy of EngUnd^ and therefore what- 
fo6ver tends to the Prefervatibn or 
Beftrudion of this, in any one jcrf thefe 
feverai Refpe£l:s, is fo far prefervative 
or deftruftive of the Intereft of Eng- 
Uni^ and by Confequence ought either 
to be avoided, or purfued. 

If therefore we refleft upon this 
Conftitution of the Monarchy, and 
what is neccffary to its Prefervation 
in its feverai Parts^ that is, what is 
neceflary for the Support and Prefer* 
vation of the Monarchy it felf, confi- 
der'd as the Government of a lingle 
Perfon ; or 2dly, What is necefTary 
for its Support and Prefervation, con* 
fiderM in Conjunftion with the Two 
Houfes of Parliament, That a due Bai- 
lance between 'em be maintainM ; or 
jdly, What is neceflary to its Support 
and Prefervation, as a Parliamentary 
Monarchy made up of the Three E* 
ftates of the Kingdom, under the In- 
fluence of their Head 5 if I fay, thefe 
Things be confiderM diftin£tly, this 
virill give us all the general Maxims 

of 
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of Policy, relating to the Conflitutioa 
of our Monarchy. 

What thefe Maxims are, may eafily 
be difcoverM by any one of any Ob-* 
fervation and Experience, and 'twould 
be ufeful to every Englifh Subjed to 
have a diftind: and perfed Knowledge 
of them ; but fince the juft Confide^ 
ration of that Matter would fwell 
this Paper beyond itsBounds, and make 
it lefs ufefiii for my Defign ; I think 
it proper to proceed no farther^ tUl 
I have more Leifure and Convenif 
ence. 

Thus you have a View of natural 
Politicks^ relating both to the Duties 
of Governours and Subjeds, fet forth 
in a Series of neceflary and unavoid- 
able Confequences from evident and 
undoubted Principles^ 

Heave every one to judge^ whether 
it be true^ or not. 

But if Truth be the neceflary Re« 

lation, that Things bear to one an* 

other. 



AckefV as to Agreemeat df Dila^ree-<> 
ment, which I believe wiAl be taiitld 
to be a good Defiaition of it, when 
firbtsu certain Principles, neeanre able 
to form con&flent Schemdi' .o£ Things^ , 
iM hanging together iit a rRegulat 
Chaia, one Part necefiEuriijr defieiidi&g 
09 the other^ in a natural and eafy 
Gontexioa, this locdcs very li)[e a Qon-* 
iies4)n o£ Truths. . 1.; i 

•» «'• • • ■ . 

>! This I take to be the onljr Way of 
bnning ta any Certainty in ttoKnow* 
todgc o£ any vTf uth> and this^ is the 
Method I have here taken, and this 
I have purfued with that Indifference^ 
which' becoines'e\rery one that woiild 
sot be decciv'dt . . 
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*- J have had no Regardto lotereft^ 
I^Kjudtce or Party, but only to the 
Difcovery of Trotl^ and as . 1 ki^re 
not wifliM to find it, rather on one 
ttde^ than another, fo i£ I amr niifta. 
ken, I am not in Love vitJi Brcouf^ 
but am ready to renounce upon due 
C(Hiv)^% Whai^ver jQo^U: ap|)ear to 
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But then it is to be obfervM, That 
as I take my Notions to be neccflary 
Confequences from certaia and un- 
doubted Principles, the only true way 
to convince me of Miftakes, is to fhow 
me fome Errour, either in the Prin- 
ciples laid down, or the Conlequences 
deduced from them: For fo long as 
thefe are allowM to be true, and no 
Flaw be difcoverM in thefe Refpefts, 
if Demonftration be Argument, my 
Scheme cannot be falfe. 

Thus therefore I leave it with the 
Reader, and if any one Ihall think 
fit to oppofe what I have faid, if he 
confider the Subjed with the Impar^ 
tiality of a Philofopher, and treat the 
Author with the Civility of a Genp 
tleman; I fhall be very glad to be 
better informed, and think my felf o- 
bligM to him, if I am Wrong, that he 
would give himfelf the Trouble to fet 
me Right. 



FINIS. 
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